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Long Reach Village Center Update
On February 18th, Howard County Executive
Calvin Ball and members of his administration
presented an exciting future to the Long Reach
Community Association on the reactivation of
Long Reach Village Center. During this meeting, county
representatives discussed the history and background of the
village center and how their current Long Reach Rising Plan
addresses community needs and desires from the 2012 and
2016 community plans.
Starting in July 2019, after the developer selected in 2015 was
unsuccessful in completing the process due to site acquisition
challenges, Howard County began diligently focusing on
maintenance, repair and beautification. Since then, the county
has leased or is in the process of leasing to arts and culture and
education organizations that can give back to the community
through the services they provide and be destinations for our
entire community.
In 2018, the retail space was 77% vacant and the office space
was 85% vacant. In the past eight months, the county has filled
nearly 50,000 square feet of vacant space with 12 businesses
and organizations. Recent additions to Long Reach include
Andersen-Becker Inc and ManneqART, Roll Up N Dye, the
African Art Museum of Maryland, and new Howard County Arts
Council artists’ studios, which serve as compliments to the
established Columbia Arts Center and Stonehouse Community
Center. Many of these tenants are partnering with Long Reach
High School and other local educational institutions. To stay up
to date on the Long Reach Rising plan, please visit:
howardcountymd.gov/longreach.

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am—4pm
@LRCA_Stonehouse
‘Long Reach Community Association’

Next issue of Reach Out will be published on April 3

UPCOMING SPRING EVENTS!
Columbia Cleanup Day
Saturday, March 21 • 9am to noon
Meet at the cul-de-sac in the 6300 block
of Tamar Drive in Jeffers Hill Neighborhood. Clean the
pathway and natural area from Tot Lot LR16 to Tot Lot LR15
(adjacent to Footed Ridge).
No registration required. Call Stonehouse for more details.

Master Gardener Series
Butterfly Gardening
Monday, March 23 • 7pm
Learn the basics of attracting butterflies to your garden and
the types of butterflies that may visit your garden.
Register at LRCA.eventbrite.com

Searching for Spring
Saturday, March 28 • 10—11:30am
Enjoy crafts, egg hunt, & entertainment for
kids at the Columbia SportsPark. For children
ages 2-8. Must be a CA lien paying resident to
participate.
Co-Sponsored by the ten Villages of Columbia.
Advance tickets required and are available at Stonehouse

Arnolds Corner Planning Board Meeting
The Howard County Planning Board Meeting for the
proposed Arnold’s Corner residential development
(corner of Phelps Luck Drive and Route 108, formerly
Grandfather’s Nursery) is scheduled for Thursday, March 5,
7pm, at the George Howard Building (3430 Court House Drive,
Ellicott City). Residents may testify in person or submit written
testimony in advance of the meeting. For more details about
the process, call the county at 410-313-2350.

Part-time Facility Assistant
(Evenings & weekends, as needed)
Duties involve monitoring building
use during events; ensuring
compliance with facility policies and procedures.
Candidates must be 21 years or older.
Interested? Submit a resume to info@longreach.org
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Met with the County to discuss the proposed Tamar Drive
& Old Montgomery Roundabout
Discussed the proposed Village Center tenants
Met with Howard EcoWorks about their “Soak It Up” campaign and possible collaboration on village stormwater
projects
Appointed Nina Basu, Reginald Avery, and Janet Evans to
the 2020 Village Election Committee
Approved a $500 donation to Long Reach High School PTSA
Approved capital request for banquet chair replacement
and security system upgrades
Discussed proposal to increase the CA Assessment Share

Board Meeting Minutes available at longreach.org

Upcoming Board Meeting
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
March 3 & 17
Upcoming RAC Meetings
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
March 4, 18 & April 1

CA Council Representative Comments
By Janet Evans • jsevans8965@gmail.com
The county held a work session at Stonehouse on
February 18 to address the status of the village center. I
have mixed feelings about the proposed plan, but under the
premise that something is better than nothing, which other
than a few exceptions, is what we’ve had for a long time, I
will try to keep an open mind.
Many of the planned tenants will not offer regular reasons
for village residents to visit the center, but a coffee shop and
Roving Radish piqued my interest. Information on these
components was limited, so more to come on that.
The primary focus of the plan is to reduce vacancy and work
within the constraints of the current facilities for the next few
years. It appeared there was some effort to use components
for the previously-approved plan. What is not clear is
whether there’s a plan for the mid and long term.
Under the previously-approved plan, Columbia Association
had intended to relocate into new buildings. With no obvious
direction for the next several years, CA will move forward
with necessary building assessments and probable
renovations to its existing facilities. This will likely include
reorienting the main entrance toward the back parking lot,
since it is unknown if there will be a new design for the
center that could provide opportunity for coordination.
As always, I was happy to see residents come out. Resident
feedback on the plan can be sent directly to the county, as
well as to the village board and during resident speakout at
the March 3 meeting.
Village elections are coming up. If you have any interest in
running for a village board position, contact Stonehouse. The
CA rep position is not up for re-election this year, but if you’d
like to find out more about the role, please contact me.

Bringing dance to Columbia, MD for over 30 years
Kinderballet  Jazz  Ballet  Lyrical/Modern  Adult  & more!

Spring classes start March 26!
Classes held at Stonehouse. Schedules & tuition
information is available at

cindeevelleballet.com or call 410-465-7674

C

Picking Up After Your Pet Helps
Keep Our Waterways Clean

Ommunity NEWS

GreenFest - Howard County Government will host its 13

by Necolle Maccherone, Watershed Advisory Committee
th

annual GreenFest on Saturday, April 4, 10am
to 3pm at Howard Community College’s
Burrill Galleria. This free event offers
something for all ages, featuring exhibits, demonstrations,
workshops, outdoor activities, and tips for easy ways to
“green” your home and lifestyle. There will also be free
shredding from 10 am to 2 pm. Visit HCGreenfest.org for
workshop schedules and more information.

Tell HoCo - Help report non-emergency neighborhood issues
to Howard County Government from a smartphone,
tablet or desktop computer. Tell HoCo makes it easy
to report street maintenance issues, damaged trees,
broken street signs, and more. Using your phone’s
GPS, you can help identify the exact location of the problem,
and attach a picture. You’ll be able to track your issue from the
time it is reported until it is resolved. Search for Tell HoCo in
the app store on your smartphone or visit
howardcountymd.gov/Stay-In-Touch/Tell-HoCo.

Free Mulch - Howard County is offering shredded wood for
both contractors and residents at no cost at the Alpha
Ridge Landfill. Availability is first come, first served.
Wood pieces range from less than 1/4" to 6" in size; a
larger range than many mulch products. The material
has been aged for a minimum of 60 days. It is comprised of fresh
hardwood and softwood, but does contain some pallet or dry kiln
material. This is not a color-treated product. The material is loose
(not bagged). Loading small quantities in bags or containers is
welcome. For more information visit howardcountymd.gov/
Departments/Public-Works/Bureau-Of-EnvironmentalServices/Alpha-Ridge-Landfill/WoodWaste-Area or call
410-313-6444.

Picking up after your pet isn’t one of the fun parts
of pet ownership. But it’s important. In addition to
keeping our outdoor places pleasant looking and smelling,
removing pet waste from our lawns, sidewalks, and roadways
is critical to keeping our waterways clean.
Pet waste is not a good lawn fertilizer nor is it safe for
composting. When it rains, pet waste is carried off into our
storm drains and waterways. This waste contains bacteria,
parasites, and viruses and can pollute our waterways and
harm human health. Pet waste is also a source of nutrients,
such as phosphorous and nitrogen. Too much of these nutrients lead to algae growth and creates "dead zones" for
aquatic life, and can even affect humans.
By properly disposing of pet waste, we make a positive impact on the health of our local waterways.

Join Councilmember Opel Jones’ for his
Constituent Coffee Series

"Supporting Women's Rights"
Friday, March 27, 2020 ∙ 11AM-1PM
Presentations from county agencies will be provided.
Stonehouse Long Reach Community Center
8775 Cloudleap Court, Columbia, MD 21045
For more information, call 410-313-2001

or email ojones@howardcountymd.gov

Howard County Census - The upcoming 2020 Census counts
every person living in the 50 states, D.C. and
five territories. It provides critical data used to
determine how federal funds are distributed
back to the states and local communities every year for
services, schools, jobs, health care, and more. Sometime after
March 12, 2020 each home will receive an invitation to
respond to a short questionnaire-online, by phone, or by mail.
Those who do not respond will receive follow up
communications after April 1, including door-to-door outreach
by the U.S. Census Bureau. If you have questions, visit
howardcountymd.gov/2020census or call 410-313-6325.

Spirit of Columbia Scholarship - Columbia Association’s
scholarship program offers up to six $2,500 education
awards to graduating high school seniors who exhibit
exceptional efforts in providing community service to
benefit Columbia residents and those in the Columbia area.
Application deadline: March 15, 2020. For details, visit
columbiaassociation.org/about-us/spirit-columbia-scholarship/.
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Connect with Long Reach- It’s Easy!
local events· village meetings· redevelopment
updates· community opportunities & more!

Throw Your Hat In The Ring!
Board Nominations Open
March 2—March 20
Three Village Board positions will be
filled at the annual Long Reach Village
election on Saturday, April 25, 2020.
•

Candidates must be owners or lease-holding
tenants of properties in Long Reach.

•

Candidates must file a Nomination Petition no
later than March 20, 2020 at 12 noon.

•

Petitions on election information can be picked
up at Stonehouse beginning March 2, 2020.

Questions? Call Stonehouse 410-730-8113

Join our email list at longreach.org
We’re on Facebook ‘Long Reach Community Association’
Follow us on Twitter @LRCA_Stonehouse

