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We hope everyone is safe and healthy during this unprecedented time. The Long Reach Community
Association staff is working diligently to continue to provide village services and communicate any changes
and important information to residents.
Please note that as of press time, all events and meetings in this newsletter edition are scheduled to take
place. However, due to COVID-19 Coronavirus, meetings will be virtual and events may be canceled. Please
check the village website longreach.org and our Facebook page ‘Long Reach Community Association’ for
up-to-date information. We also encourage you to sign up for our email list at longreach.org to receive
community notifications directly.
Thank you for your patience as we face this challenge together.

COVID-19 Resources & Information
Our top recommendation for up to date
information regarding local operations and
resources is the Howard County
Government's website:
howardcountymd.gov/Departments/COVID-19Coronavirus-Countywide-Updates.
There you will find the latest news conferences, the
operating status of resources and services, closures and/
or cancelations, as well as community and departmental
updates.

Paper Shredding Event
Saturday, May 30 • 9 am to 12 noon
Stonehouse lower level parking lot
Now is a great time to do some spring cleaning and start
gathering your paper documents to shred!
• Shredding is FREE for Long Reach Residents (ID is required)
• Non-village residents—$5.00 fee (cash only/exact change)
• Limit 3 bags/bankers boxes per person

For more information, visit longreach.org/events

Arnold’s Corner
Residential Development
On March 5, the county Planning Board approved a residential
development of 18 single-family homes on the site formally
known as “Grandfather’s Gardens Nursery,” located at the
corner of Phelps Luck Drive and Route 108. Site work is to
start mid-April and will take about four months to complete,
weather and COVID-19 restrictions permitting.
For more information about Arnold’s Corner, please visit
howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-Zoning/
Boards-and-Commissions/Planning-Board.

Long Reach Village Center
Howard County Government, owners of the Long
Reach Village Center, presented a plan to the
community back in February 2020 outlining the
Center’s short-term future. The county has been working on
maintenance and beautification issues, and has made strides
to fill the retail space. For details about the plan and slated
Village Center tenants, please visit howardcountymd.gov/
longreach.
The Village Board welcomes resident comments about the
county’s plan for the Long Reach Village Center.

These are unedited statements as submitted by the candidates. All statements are cut off at the 150 th word.

2020 LONG REACH VILLAGE BOARD CANDIDATES’ STATEMENTS
Village Board (3 positions open)
David R. Wissing (Kendall Ridge)

I am a life-long resident of Columbia and have lived in the Kendall Ridge neighborhood of Long Reach for
the past six years after choosing to settle down and raise our children in the same city that I grew up in. I
love Columbia and love Long Reach.
My priorities in the coming years will be:
• Continue to hold the Howard County Government accountable in the development of the Long Reach
Village Center to fully benefit the residents of Long Reach and Columbia.
• Develop a closer relationship between the Board of Directors with local schools and organizations in
Long Reach to more bring together the community as a whole.
• Promote Long Reach and the great things it offers.

I thank you for your consideration and ask for your vote to allow me to continue to serve the Long Reach
Community. Feel free to email me at drwissing@gmail.com at any time.

Josh Friedman (Locust Park)

I am proud of the work I’ve done on the Village Board over the past few years. I’ve worked with both
Democratic and Republican administrations to make our position clear that the Village Center MUST be an
amenity for the people of Long Reach and will make us all proud. I will accept nothing less. Additionally, I
have fought back against Columbia Association’s attempts to close our pools and neighborhood centers. I
also understand that crime is a real problem in our village that needs to be taken seriously and paid more
than just lip service. We all have a right to feel safe in our own village. I ask for your vote so I can continue
to work to make Long Reach a place where every resident can enjoy the promise of Columbia.

David Bechtel (Jeffers Hill)

My name is David Bechtel and I am running for the Long Reach Community Association Board. I have lived
in Long Reach the last 5 years with my wife and son.
During that time I have learned to love our village and all the people in it, but as the village has grown and
evolved our board has not. What has the board given us? The current board has failed to help with our
village center and in fact it has gone backwards. What we have seen is an increase of broken glass on our
paths and broken down cars parked on our streets. The current board and it’s members are not meeting
the standards of the village, and are not providing the leadership needed to keep this village as one of the
top places to live.

Edward T. Coleman (Jeffers Hill)

As I write this, the response to COVID-19 virus is still unfolding. Following official guidance, the
Stonehouse has closed and the staff is working remotely. I am working with the staff to help ensure that
Long Reach will continue to provide necessary services as we all adapt to the current situation.
The redevelopment of the Village center remains a challenge. After years of waiting, it was very
disappointing when the adopted plan fell apart. The proposed improvements by Howard County are
welcome, but are a short-term, stop-gap measure, at best. The Village Center redevelopment demands a
visionary, long-term solution to redevelop the property with commercial and mixed uses, reflecting the
demand for local goods and services.
I ask for your vote so that I can continue to serve as your representative to help Long Reach fulfill its
mission and to make sure your voices are heard.

Candidates’ Night

Tuesday, April 14, 2020
7:00 pm
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Candidates’ Night 2020 will be virtual. This is a wonderful
Opportunity to hear from the candidates and ask questions!
Check the village website longreach.org or our Facebook page for virtual meeting information.

VOTING INFORMATION
Who Can Vote

Owners and tenants of Long Reach lien-paying property in good standing are entitled to vote. Only one
vote per ownership or tenancy interest will be counted. Tenants must have on file at Stonehouse a copy of
their current lease by April 24, 2020, or your ballot will not be counted. Copy of lease to can be mailed to
Stonehouse (8775 Cloudleap Court, Columbia, MD 21045) or emailed to info@longreach.org.

How to Vote

Ballots must be returned by MAIL ONLY using the postage paid envelope. All absentee ballots must be
received at Stonehouse by Friday, April 24, 2020.
If you don't receive your mailed ballot by April 18th, please email: info@longreach.org to request a ballot. If
you are unable to email, please call 410-730-8113 and leave a message to request a ballot.
Ballot Priority (Multiple Ballots Received): If multiple ballots are submitted for a single property, the first
ballot received has priority.

Important Reminder

Please make sure you read and carefully adhere to the instructions on the postage paid envelope. We
require a name, Long Reach address, signature, date, and the requirement to circle either TENANT or
OWNER.

Long Reach Community Association Election Rules
Due to COVID-19 restrictions the election will be held by mail only and the only business
being conducted is casting a vote in the election for the Long Reach Board of Directors.
Following are the rules that will be in effect for all absentee voting for the Village Elections. References for
specific items are as follows: Covenants, the Long Reach Covenants; Articles, the Long Reach Articles of
Incorporations; By-Laws, The Long Reach Community Association By-Laws.
• Only members of the Association in good standing are eligible to vote (By-laws, Section 8.07).
• The Columbia Association assessment rolls and the apartment tenant lists together form the official voter

registration list. Non-appearance of a qualified voter's name shall be referred to the Election Monitor Committee for resolution (By-laws, Section 8.07). Tenants must also present an executed copy of their lease in
order to verify membership [LR Covenants, Article I, Section 1.20, (ii)].

• Each voter is allowed one vote for each membership held in the Association, but if a membership is jointly

held, i.e., multiple owners or multiple tenants, etc., and any such vote is in dispute, then no vote shall be
counted for that membership (Covenants, Article III,3.02.B.; Articles, Article Seventh B.). Multiple votes
may only be cast by the owner of more than one lot, the owner of more than one condominium unit, and/or
the owner of more than one share in a cooperative (Covenants, Article III and Articles, Article
Seventh A.).

• All votes must be cast on validated ballot forms only [By-laws, Section 8.03(viii) and (ix)].
• Votes for three Village Board candidates will be counted. The Village Board will be elected to two-year

terms. Votes by the same voter may be combined on one ballot if initialed by the Election Monitor Committee representative. Any additional votes cast on any ballot beyond those permitted will not be counted.
Write-in votes will not be counted (By-laws, Article VIII, Section 8.07).

Election Monitor Committee:
Nina Basu, Chair - nina.basu@gmail.com
Reginald Avery - waialua1@icloud.com
Janet Evans - jsevans8965@gmail.com

For information, please email the Election Committee members or info@longreach.org

Long Reach Village Board Members
Nina Basu, Chair

nina.basu@gmail.com

Ed Coleman, Vice Chair etc@comcast.net
Reginald Avery

waialua1@icloud.com

David Wissing

drwissing@gmail.com

Josh Friedman

josh.friedmanmpa@gmail.com

Janet Evans, CA Rep

jsevans8965@gmail.com

Village Board Highlights
✓

Held a work session in which County Executive Dr.
Calvin Ball presented “Long Reach Rising,” an update
on the future of the Long Reach Village Center.

Please note: The March 17, 2020 Board meeting was
canceled due to COVID-19. Please visit longreach.org
for up-to-date information on Board Meeting dates,
Board Meeting minutes, community events, and more.

Upcoming Board Meeting *
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
April 14 & 21, and May 5 & 19
Upcoming RAC Meetings *
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
April 15, & 29 and May 13
* Due to COVID-19, meetings will be virtual or canceled.
Please check the village website longreach.org for
information on meeting changes and cancelations.

CA Council Representative Comments
By Janet Evans • jsevans8965@gmail.com
Though the events of the past weeks have been
surreal, I hope everyone is taking precautions and
following guidance to “flatten the curve”. It’s a
challenging time to be sure, but I am heartened by the
community response, the willingness of neighbors to
help each other, the sharing of information on NextDoor
and leadership shown at the state and local levels.
With the CA facilities closed, I have seen a large increase
in the number of people out on the trails, walking,
running and biking. It’s a great way to get out of the
house and people have been overall friendly but
maintaining their distance. On the other hand, you may
have noticed that the tot lots, tennis and basketball
courts all have been closed per County guidance in an
effort to support social distancing.
In these unprecedented times, modifications have to be
made for general operating procedures. The CA board
will be conducting its first virtual board meeting on
March 26. I am grateful that this is an option and
optimistic that it could present future opportunities for
virtual access, offering an opportunity for any interested
parties to view and/or participate in board meetings
from the comfort of their home.

Long Reach has already had a successful remote
Residential Architectural Committee meeting, which
attracted a few residents who had never attended a RAC
meeting in the past. Check the Long Reach website for
modifications to the village election process.
The future is uncertain and it may be some time before
life goes back to anything resembling what we used to
consider “normal”. I hope everyone can use the tools at
their disposal to stay connected and safe. I wish
everyone all the best as you navigate the days and weeks
ahead. Maybe I’ll see you on the trails!

C

Ommunity NEWS

Howard County Census - The 2020 Census counts every
person living in the 50 states, D.C. and
five territories. It provides critical data
used to determine how federal funds
are distributed back to the states and
local communities every year for services, schools, jobs, health
care, and more. A mailing was sent to homes requesting
residents respond to a short questionnaire-online, by phone,
or by mail. For additional information, please visit
howardcountymd.gov/2020census or call 410-313-6325.

Trash & Recycling during COVID-19 - The county is
continuing all curbside collection services (trash,
recycling, yard trim and food scraps, bulk items
and scrap metal). The Alpha Ridge Landfill
remains open on a limited basis, but the county
encourages residents to stay home and wait until the COVID19 emergency is over before brining items for disposal or
donation to the landfill. Please choose curbside collections
whenever possible. To see all COVID-19 related changes, visit
HowardCountyRecycles.org or call 410-313-6444 for more
information.

Saturday, May 16th

throughout Long Reach Village
Have a sale in the comfort of your own yard or
garage & we’ll help you with the advertising.
It’s that easy!
To participate, register at longreach.org/events. We
will list your street in a Columbia Flier ad and on social
media. Plus we’ll provide a ribbon to tie to your street
sign to notify the shoppers.

Did someone say Party?
Hosting a block party is a fun
way to meet neighbors, hang
with friends & family, and
foster community spirit!
Long Reach residents can stop by Stonehouse May 26
through September 5 for a FREE Block Party Kit! Return
a completed kit and receive a $50 gift card to help with
your party food and supplies. A limited number of gift
cards are available on a first come, first served basis.
Visit longreach.org/events for more details

Bringing dance to Columbia, MD for over 30 years

Kinderballet  Jazz  Ballet  Lyrical/Modern
Tap  Competition  Adult & more!
Registration Open for Summer Dance Camp!
Classes held at Stonehouse. Schedules & tuition, and
summer camp information is available at

cindeevelleballet.com or call 410-465-7674

Remember: Call Before You Dig!
Did you know that many utilities are buried just a few inches
below ground? Make the call to 811 anytime you’re putting a
shovel in the ground to keep yourself and your community
safe.
Don’t make a judgment call – make the call to 811 every time you dig. We are
all in this together. Let's watch out for each other and stay safe.
For more information, visit call811.com/map-page/maryland

All ads in The Reach Out are PAID ADVERTISING. The Long Reach Community Association does not endorse any goods

LONG REACH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
8775 CLOUDLEAP COURT
COLUMBIA, MD 21045

Connect with Long Reach- It’s Easy!
local events· village meetings· redevelopment
updates· community opportunities & more!

Three Village Board positions will be filled at
the annual Long Reach Village election on
Saturday, April 25, 2020.
Due To COVID-19 Restrictions The Village
Election Will Be By Mail Only.
There will be NO in-person voting.
Absentee Ballots along with voting information
will be mailed to each residence in Long Reach
Village. A postage paid envelope is included, so
residents may drop the ballot in the mail. If you
don't receive your mailed ballot by April 18th,
please email info@longreach.org or call 410-7308113 to request a ballot. Ballots must be received
by mail at Stonehouse by Friday, April 24, 2020.

Questions? Email info@longreach.org

Join our email list at longreach.org
We’re on Facebook ‘Long Reach Community Association’
Follow us on Twitter @LRCA_Stonehouse

