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Long Reach Village Center Update
On October 28th, Howard County Executive
Calvin Ball and members of his administration
gave a tour of the revitalized Long Reach
Village Center to elected officials and village
board members. When Dr. Ball took office in
November 2018, retail space at the village
center was only 23% occupied, office space was 15% occupied and the
former Safeway was vacant. Until June 2019, Howard County had a
redevelopment agreement with Orchard Development to redevelop
the site as a mixed-use development, but the company was not able to
perform the contract due to site acquisition problems.
Beginning in July 2019, after redevelopment of the center was
transferred back to the county, the County completed exterior
building and site restoration, including, power washing of building
walls and soffits; repair of trim and soffits; painting of steel columns;
restoration of all exterior lighting and painting and repair of light
poles; power washing sidewalks, painting of parking lot striping, curbs
and steel bollards; repair of storm drains; cleaning of courtyard drains;
trimming of trees, bushes and weeds; and prepared the retail and
office space for immediate leasing to a combination of non-profits and
community oriented businesses.
In February 2020, the County held a community meeting to unveil the
Long Reach Rising Plan focused on a community-based leasing strategy
centered around arts and culture, education and economic
empowerment.
Over the last 10 months, more than 45,000 square feet of office and
retail space has been leased, including 25,000 sq ft of the space that
previously housed Safeway. As of October 2020, retail space at the
village center is 85% occupied, office space is 51% occupied and the
former Safeway is 48% occupied. This holiday season, please visit our
new merchants: the African Art Museum of Maryland, Roving Radish,
ManneqArt, Head Start, Power52, Every Kid Can Cook, Roll Up N Dye,
the new Howard County Arts Council artists’ studios, Howard
International Grocer, Blooming Hope Dominican Salon and VM
Services.
For more information, please visit howardcountymd.gov/longreach.

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am—4pm
@LRCA_Stonehouse
‘Long Reach Community Association’

Next Reach Out will be published on January 22nd

Stonehouse Holiday Hours
Stonehouse will be closed Thursday, Nov. 26
through Sunday, Nov. 29 for Thanksgiving.

Long Reach Community Association
Stonehouse  Office Hours  Services
Stonehouse is open by appointment only. Staff members
will continue to work both remotely and on-site. Many
village services including Letters of Compliance requests,
Resale Document sales, & the processing of Exterior
Alteration Applications are currently available. Please
contact our staff for assistance or to schedule an
appointment. Visit longreach.org for more information.

Arnold’s Corner Update
The road has been paved into the new
single-family housing development located at the corner
of Phelp’s Luck Road & Route 108. The first home is
already under construction and BGE will begin installing
underground utilities in November. The approved plans
require a noise wall at the 2 corners of the berm (parallel
to Route 108) and the County has approved a wall based
on the Department of Public Works Standard Detail. The
noise walls will be landscaped on the road side to screen
their appearance.
AC Guidelines

Architectural Guidelines Update

Long Reach is currently in the process of
updating its Architectural Guidelines. As part of the
update, Long Reach will no longer be sending postcards
to adjacent residences regarding proposed exterior
alterations. Residents can still stay informed! Resident
Architectural Committee (RAC) meeting agendas are
available on the village website longreach.org and are
posted at Stonehouse. Residents may also receive RAC
information directly by joining our mailing list (form is on
our website) or calling the village office. If you have any
questions, please email info@longreach.org.

Long Reach Village Board Members
Nina Basu, Chair

nina.basu@gmail.com

Ed Coleman, Vice Chair etc@comcast.net
Reginald Avery

waialua1@icloud.com

David Wissing

drwissing@gmail.com

Josh Friedman

josh.friedmanmpa@gmail.com

Janet Evans, CA Rep

jsevans8965@gmail.com

Village Board Highlights
✓
✓

Approved the FY2020 Audit Report.
Approved a revision to the Architectural Guidelines
regarding flag poles.
✓ Attended County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball’s tour of the
Long Reach Village Center.
✓ Approved FY2021 First Quarter Financials.
Visit longreach.org for up-to-date information on Board
Meeting dates, Board Meeting minutes, and more.

Senior Corner
Sharonlee J. Vogel, Long Reach Representative
CA Senior Advisory Committee
COVID has changed our lives so much for seven months
now. Even when it resolves, our lives, relationships, and
communities will be changed forever – let’s make the change a
positive one!
Columbia Association is working hard to safely, gradually
reopen its facilities. ALL facilities require face masks! Close to
us that are open are the Long Reach Tennis Club, Columbia Ice
Rink, Supreme Sports -- call to check hours.
CA’s Fitness at Home is available via video on demand. For all
the things available, go to: columbiaassociation.org/ca-athome where you’ll find cardio, yoga, dance, as well as gentle
exercises to increase mobility, balance and endurance - give
them a try!
Symphony Woods pathway now has an ADA accessible ramp at
the Chrysalis that ties into the stage and larger
pathway. Residents are walking around the Columbia lakes in
incredible numbers, enjoying the outdoors; landscaping
continues around the lakes, keeping them beautiful. Go out
for a walk and enjoy! Here’s some wisdom from an old
friend: Think young, act young; think old, be old.

Home & Garden Services
Leaf Removal
Pressure Washing • Gutters • Roof & Fence Work
Yard Work • Painting • Wood & Brick Work • Patios
Chimney Work • & more

CALL Mike Friend
410-290-9728

Every Home & Yard Needs a Friend!

Upcoming Board Meeting *
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
November 17, December 1 & 15

Upcoming RAC Meetings *
Stonehouse at 7:00pm
November 24 & December 9
* Due to COVID-19, meetings may be virtual or cancelled. Check the
village website longreach.org for information on meeting changes.

CA Council Representative Comments
By Janet Evans • jsevans8965@gmail.com
This issue I’m going to step out of Long Reach for a
moment and direct your attention to the recent
completion of the new Symphony Woods concept plan.
Full disclosure: Even though it predated my time on the CA
board, I was not in favor of the creation of the Inner Arbor Trust
(IAT) or the perpetual easement that went with it, nor was I a
supporter of the resultant plan developed. I supported the
original community-approved plan and was disappointed when
it did not move forward, but we are where we are. I am
currently a CA rep on the IAT board.
IAT, now under the direction of our own Nina Basu, recently
retained a design team to rethink the concept plan for the area.
Through a series of five meetings that included collaboration
with various stakeholder and community members, the design
team has put together a concept plan that is as practical as it is
beautiful.

This plan lays the foundation for a park built for everyone. It’s
understated, elegant and envelops the area with a series of
undulating pathways that create an interwoven fabric of park
and creek beds, provides opportunity for passive and active
recreation, and allows flexibility in the space to support arts and
culture in our community. Equally important, it supports the
ecology of the park and celebrates the beauty and purpose of
open space.
For the past several years, CA and IAT have worked closely
together to restore the ecology of the park after years of lessthan-optimal care. Though times are financially challenging and
the plan will require a phased approach, I am optimistic that this
space will be a truly beautiful community destination in
Columbia’s center for both year-round everyday use and to
continue to support the innovative Chrysalis programming.

C

Ommunity NEWS

Weed Warriors Plant Clean-Ups - Meet up with the

Long Reach Watershed Advisory Committee to help pull
invasive plants and weeds in our village. Clean-ups are
scheduled about every two weeks in various locations. For
more details, visit LRCA.eventbrite.com.

Long Reach Scavenger Hunts - Looking for a fun & free
fall activity? Check out our fall scavenger hunt at
longreach.org. Take walk and explore the outdoors while trying
to find all the items! Great way to stay healthy and enjoy the
crisp fresh air.

Roving Radish Market - Visit the Roving Radish
Marketplace in the Long Reach Village Center to also
pick up vegetables, fruits, herbs, and meats sourced from local
and regional farms. Roving Radish also sells meal kits to
Howard County residents. Visit rovingradish.com for store
hours and details about the weekly meal kits.

COVID-19 Resources - For information regarding local
operations and resources visit: howardcountymd.gov/
Departments/COVID-19-Coronavirus-Countywide-Updates.

Columbia Art Center is Open– Take a ceramics
workshop or a watercolor class this fall! The Art Center
is offering in-person adult and youth classes for that are
safe and fun! Visit columbiaassociation.org/classes-schedules/
art-center for more details and to register.

Introduction to Native Plants
By The Long Reach Watershed Advisory Committee

As we enjoy the beautiful scents, sounds and colors of Columbia open space in autumn, we will likely stroll by plants both
native and introduced to our Chesapeake Bay watershed.
Plants are considered native if they have occurred naturally in
a particular region, ecosystem, or habitat without human introduction. These native plants form the critical base of our
ecosystem; capturing energy from the sun and then giving this
energy to insects and animals. The wild creatures that live
here know how to get the energy from these plants because
they have interacted and coevolved for thousands of years,
forming symbiotic relationships. This is true for many of our
native bees, butterflies and other pollinators; many of which
rely on specific native plants for survival. Our birds; especially
migrating birds, depend on the berries, seeds, flowers and
insects that they find on native plants. Unfortunately, many of
these native plants are disappearing from our remaining wild
places and are being replaced by invasive ones. Invasive plants
are naturally found in other regions but have escaped after
being planted here for ornamental value (like bamboo, English
ivy, and Bradford pears), or food (garlic mustard), or were
brought here by mistake (likely Japanese stiltgrass and mile-aminute). Since invasive plants have evolved in other ecosystems, they have not developed the symbiotic relationships to
the other living things here, and do not support our wildlife as
well as native plants. Because very few native insects and animals recognize them as a source of food, invasive plants can
and often do take over, and continue to displace native plants.
We can help to keep our local piece of nature beautiful and in
balance by landscaping in our own yards, patios, and balconies with native plants!
Native plant spotlight: American PawPaw - Asimina triloba - A
small deciduous tree, the paw paw grows
the largest fruit native to North America.
The fruit is 2-6 inches long and has a
sweet, custardish flavor somewhat similar to banana, mango, and pineapple.
Trees of the paw paw genus are the only
host trees of zebra swallowtail butterfly caterpillars. Why not
plant a few and enjoy the fruit and the butterflies?

For more information about native plants including planting
ideas (no space too big or too small), a list of trusted local
nurseries proudly selling native plants, wallet guides for plant
purchasing and to find open space invasive plant removal
events near you please reach out to: Wac@longreach.org
We absolutely recommend the book "Bringing Nature Home"
by Douglas Tallamy (available at the Howard County Library
System)
Blurb Source: https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants.
Image and spotlight source: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Asimina_triloba#:~:text=The%20fruit%20of%20the%20pawpaw,the%20soft%
2C%20edible%20fruit%20pulp.
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Registration for Winter Classes Coming Soon!
Classes held at Stonehouse. Schedules & tuition is available at

Bringing dance to Columbia, MD for over 30 years

What’s Cooking
Long Reach?

cindeevelleballet.com or call 410-465-7674

WINNERS OF THE

Long Reach Pumpkin
Contest

Join us as we collect and share
our favorite recipes - new or old,
simple or fancy - in the 2020
Long Reach Village Cookbook.

Pick of the Patch Carter, 9 or under
Georgia, 10 - 17
Megan Everett, 18+ (top)

Our goal is to make a digital version of this
cookbook available for free to all residents.
Depending on the amount of interest, we may offer
a physical version available for purchase.

Creepin’ it Real - Scariest
Brayden, 9 or under
Christy Smith, 18+

We may not be able to break bread with our
neighbors, friends and community right now,
but we can at least share the recipes that
help bring us hope and joy!

Learn more and submit your
favorite recipes at

longreach.org/events

Scared Silly - Funniest
Joe Goldschmidt, 18+ (bottom)
Anything Glows - Most Creative
Jordan, 9 or under (middle)
Emily Brown, 18+
Honorable Mention Michele Kimes, 18+

View all winners at
longreach.org/events

