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GREEN FOR 50 MORE!

50th Anniversary of The Village of Long Reach
We are thrilled to celebrate Long Reach’s 50th with those
who matter most—our residents!
We can’t think of a better way to commemorate our Village’s 50 years
than by working towards 50 more that are even cleaner and greener!
By focusing on small changes individuals can make - as well as large
community-wide green initiatives - we can positively impact the future
of Long Reach Village. Although we can’t gather as we would in normal
circumstances, we plan to celebrate as safely as possible with virtual
special events, fun projects, and learning opportunities that improve
our health and the health of our land and waterways.

Stay tuned - more info will be coming soon!

Luminaries in Long Reach
Currier & Ives visited Eaglebeak Row for a New
Years’ display. Under the coordination of Long
Reach resident, Karen Ross, over twenty neighbors
constructed, deployed, lighted, and cleaned up 900
luminaries on Saturday evening, January 2, 2021. The full length of
Eaglebeak Row and its cul-de-sacs displayed the candle-lit bags along
the curbs. It was reminiscent of olden times and a remembrance of
earlier days when much of Columbia celebrated the holidays this
way. It was a fun time to be outside, to reconnect with neighbors too
long-isolated, and to meet some new members of the neighborhood. Masks and proper distancing did not stifle our work. Let’s plan
for the new year to bring an end to our COVID troubles and hope that
our luminary project provides a flicker of hope for 2021.

Long Reach Architectural Guidelines
Long Reach Village updated its Architectural Guidelines
in November 2020. The Guidelines, as well as Resident
Architectural Committee (RAC) meeting agendas are
available on our website longreach.org. When considering a change to
the exterior of your home, please review the guidelines to see if your
proposed change requires approval by the Architectural Committee.
Residents may also receive RAC information directly by joining our
mailing list (form is on our website) or calling the village office.

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am—4pm
@LRCA_Stonehouse
‘Long Reach Community Association’

Thank you to Gregory Norris for the image
above. We’re excited to share more beautiful
photo contest submissions in future editions!

Next Reach Out will be published on February 26th
Stonehouse will be closed on Monday,
February 15 for Presidents’ Day.

Long Reach Community Association
Stonehouse  Office Hours  Services
Stonehouse is open by appointment only. Staff members
will continue to work both remotely and on-site. Many
village services including Letters of Compliance requests,
Resale Document sales, & the processing of Exterior
Alteration Applications are currently available. Please
contact our staff for assistance or to schedule an
appointment. Visit longreach.org for more information.

Help us Plan a Community Event!
This year, to celebrate Earth Day,
the Long Reach Watershed
Advisory Committee (WAC)
would like to organize a selfguided tour to highlight the
sustainable landscaping practices
in our village!
We know that many of us have
used this last year to work in our yards, so we’re hoping
that many neighbors will want to show off their work in
a safe way. Rain gardens, pollinator gardens, lawn
reduction, and much more!
To ensure we have enough interest, we’d like your
feedback. Please take a moment to complete this survey
if you are interested in showing off your sustainable
practices, large and small!

To take the survey and for additional information,
visit longreach.org/events

Long Reach Village Board Members
Nina Basu, Chair

nina.basu@gmail.com

Ed Coleman, Vice Chair etc@comcast.net
Reginald Avery

waialua1@icloud.com

David Wissing

drwissing@gmail.com

Josh Friedman

josh.friedmanmpa@gmail.com

Janet Evans, CA Rep

jsevans8965@gmail.com

Village Board Highlights
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓

Accepted the revised Architectural Guidelines.
Donated $200 to the Long Reach Watershed Advisory
Committee bluebird box project.
Approved a 15-Day Letter for 6482 Summer Cloud Way.
Approved FY2021 Second Quarter Financials.
Attended a Jackson Pond walk with John McCoy, CA
Watershed Manager, regarding a proposed stream
restoration project starting above Jackson Pond to
improve the Lake Elkhorn Watershed. Sent letter to CA in
support of project.
Approved Columbia Community Care donation request for
space to distribute food and supplies to the community.
Visit longreach.org for up-to-date information on Board
Meeting dates, Board Meeting minutes, and more.

Upcoming Board Meeting *
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
February 2 & 16

Upcoming RAC Meetings *
Stonehouse at 7:00pm
February 3 & 17
* Due to COVID-19, meetings may be virtual or cancelled. Check the
village website longreach.org for information on meeting changes.

CA Council Representative Comments
By Janet Evans • jsevans8965@gmail.com
Happy 2021! Though the year is off to a rocky start,
here’s hoping for some positive momentum. I recently
heard someone say they continually work to be a
better version of themselves – there is not one specific goal
or end point but an evolution. Although this was not referring
specifically to the new year or resolutions, it seems like a
good starting point this January, particularly after the
uncertainty and abstractness of last year.
It got me wondering what the best version of our village,
Columbia and the Columbia Association would be. I have
some ideas but I’d love to hear from residents what their
vision is, or ideas are, for the best version of our village and
Columbia overall.
By the time this newsletter goes out, CA will have held its
virtual town hall. It’s happening later than I’d hoped, but I
would like to see it become a regular occurrence. I know that
a lot of people don’t have time to follow what’s going on in
Columbia or aren’t sure where to find out. A quarterly
meeting may provide enough info to at least know if there’s
more to find out.
COVID changed many things in 2020. One of them was that
neighborhood pools and all of the activities associated with
them didn’t happen. It was a big disappointment for many
people. This summer it now looks like 15 outdoor pools will
open (interested lifeguards should reach out to CA) and the
summer swim league will happen, although will not look the
same due to COVID restrictions. Sadly, some of the best parts
(at least when my kids participated) such as the pep rallies
and sleepovers are currently not part of the plan.
Nevertheless, it’s a step forward.
Wishing you the best version of yourself in 2021.

Home & Garden Services
Landscaping & Decks
Pressure Washing • Gutters • Roof & Fence Work
Leaf Removal • Painting • Wood & Brick Work
Patios • Chimney Work • & more

CALL Mike Friend
410-290-9728

Every Home & Yard Needs a Friend!

C

Ommunity NEWS

DoodleHATCH Parade Mural Painting - Long Reach
residents, 13 and older, are invited to paint on a
huge mural which will be mounted outside the
DoodleHATCH Art Installation in the Long Reach
Village Center. No experience needed. This is a giant ‘paint by
numbers’. Materials provided. Wear a mask and old paint
clothes, and bring a snack. Painting is done indoors, so please
social distance. DoodleHATCH is open to painters seven days per
week. For details, call 301-725-5555 ext 1 and ask for Lee
Andersen, or email Lee@LeeAndersen.com.

Bridge Replacement - Columbia Association (CA) is scheduled
to replace bridge LRBR-46 off of April Brook Circle the
third week of January, weather permitting. The
surrounding area will be closed for the duration of this
project, which is anticipated to take one week. CA will
then return within a few weeks to pave the bridge approaches
and complete the project.

CA Aquatics Now Hiring - CA is hiring for the summer of 2021.
For details, visit columbiaassociation.org/aquatics or
call 410-312-6332.

Meals on Wheels - More than just meal delivery for seniors,
this non-profit organization also offers grocery
shopping assistance, friendly visits with Companionship
and Phone Pal programs, and more. For more details,
visit mealsonwheelsmd.org or call 410-730-9476.

50/50 Survey Program - If your land abuts CA Open Space you
could qualify to have Columbia Association pay for
half of your home’s boundary survey. To ensure
accurate installation of exterior alterations within
your property boundaries, a survey of your property can be
done. In order to assist with that effort and prevent
encroachments onto CA Open Space, the 50/50 Survey Program
was created. For more information, please email
RealEstateServices@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Power52 Training Program - Receive solar energy training,
earn credentials, gain leadership skills, and benefit
from job placement assistance upon completion. For
additional information, please visit power52.org.

From the Watershed Advisory Committee:

SALT EFFECTS ON
OUR WATERWAYS
Winter is upon us, and that means colder
weather, snow and ice. For decades,
sodium chloride (NaCl) also known more
commonly as road salt, has provided the
cheapest and most effective way to cut down on traffic
accidents and pedestrian falls during winter storms. But,
researchers cite mounting evidence that those tons of sodium
chloride crystals — more than 20 million nationwide each
year — are increasing the salinity of our freshwater lakes and
streams. That’s putting everything from fish and frogs to
microscopic zooplankton at risk.
Salt works by lowering the freezing point of ice. With
temperatures in our area often hovering around the freezing
mark, the application of salt means that temperatures have
to drop even further in order for roads to freeze. Obviously,
this is great for automobile travel and even walking on
sidewalks, but all of that salt eventually runs off those
surfaces and into local waterways, causing environmental
harm. In fact, some freshwater streams in our area have
been found to be one-fourth as salty as seawater!
So, what can be done? For starters, reduce the amount of de
-icers you apply. Closely watch the weather forecast and only
use salt when needed, in appropriate amounts. Shovel early
and often – removing snow and ice as it accumulates will
reduce the needed amount of de-icer. Consider using sand or
even natural clay kitty litter instead of salt to increase traction
on slippery surfaces. If you must use a de-icer, opt for more
eco-friendly alternatives such as potassium chloride or
magnesium chloride to minimize the dangers from ingestion
and reduce skin irritation. Safe-Paw™, for example, is an
amide/glycol mixture that is safe for pets, the environment,
and is biodegradable.

WANTED: English Ivy
This aggressive invader will crowd out
native plants used by wildlife for food
and shelter. It easily climbs trees,
loosening bark and holding water
against the trunk, allowing fungal
disease and decay to thrive.
This fast-growing vine has dark green,
waxy leaves, which alternate along the stem. Leaves normally
have three lobes with a heart-shaped base. It grows as a
dense groundcover (juvenile stage) and a climbing vine (adult
stage). It can spread by both seeds and vegetative runners.
Mature vines produce flowers and seeds, which are dispersed
by birds. If found on your property, cut climbing vines and dig
out roots. Be sure to bag the remains and place in the trash
as any rooted piece can resprout.
For more information or to volunteer for future invasive
removal events, please contact WAC@longreach.org.
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Registration for Spring Classes Opening Soon!
Classes held at Stonehouse. Schedule & tuition is available at

Bringing dance to Columbia, MD for over 30 years

cindeevelleballet.com or call 410-465-7674

Citizen Science: Breeding Bird Atlas

Master Gardener Presentations

Free Virtual Presentation• Monday, Feb 8 • 7-8pm

Winter/Spring 2021 Series

Birds are good indicators of an ecosystem's
health because they are abundant, easy to
observe, and respond to environmental
changes relatively quickly.
Sue Muller, Co-coordinator for Howard County's MD/DC
Breeding Bird Atlas 3 efforts - a comprehensive five-year survey
of the birds breeding in Maryland and DC, will give a brief
overview of the project and discuss how you can observe
breeding behavior and how to contribute your observations
using eBird.

Register at LRCA.eventbrite.com

Long Reach Village Scavenger Hunts
Looking for a fun, free and all-ages activity?
Take a walk and explore the outdoors while trying to
find all the items on our NEW Winter Scavenger
Hunt! This edition and earlier ones can be found on
our website at longreach.org/scavenger-hunt.

Feel free to send a few pictures of what you find to
events@longreach.org—you might even win a fun prize!

Join us for free, online
presentations from the Master
Gardeners of Howard County.
Growing and Maintaining a Fescue Lawn
February 22, 2021 at 7pm
Learn how a beautiful lawn can be yours without adding to
pollution of the Chesapeake Bay.
Building a Better Garden with Less Effort
March 15, 2021 at 7pm
Find out how you can establish a productive vegetable plot
with less effort.
Creating a Pollinator Patch
April 26, 2021 at 7pm
Discover the easiest way to create a native flower garden to
attract butterflies and bees.
Composting Demystified
May 10, 2021 at 7pm
Explore how you can turn leaves, grass, and vegetable matter
into black gold in your own backyard.

Register at LRCA.eventbrite.com

