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What is our watershed?
By Mandy Elder, Long Reach Watershed Advisory Committee
As we drove by the new big house in Arnold’s Corner a few weeks
ago, my 4 year-old excitedly exclaimed, “Hey! I think that’s the
watershed!” Clearly he has heard the term a few times, but thinks
that a water-shed is a building structure! I guess a little more
explanation is needed.
So what is our watershed, and why is the Watershed Advisory
Committee concerned with so much more than just the streams and
ponds? A watershed is an area of land that all drains into the same
river, stream, or body of water. Therefore, the health of the land in
our watershed, directly correlates to the health of our local streams
and ponds...and eventually the Bay.
All of Long Reach is within the Little Patuxent Watershed -- which is
part of the larger Patuxent Watershed, which is part of the larger
Chesapeake Bay Watershed. However, we can break Long Reach
down into much smaller watersheds as well. Except for the northwest
tip of Phelps Luck (which flows to Lake Kittamaqundi), Long Reach is
divided just about down the center:
• Jeffers Hill, Locust Park, and much of Phelps
Luck neighborhoods are within the Lake Elkhorn
Watershed
• Kendall Ridge and the eastern part of the
Phelps Luck neighborhood is in within the Dorsey
Run Watershed
What I find exciting about our village is that our streams are
considered to be headwater streams. We are at high points of our
small watersheds; therefore, the streams start here! We’re not
downstream from any other communities. This means that we can
take full responsibility for the overabundance of stormwater runoff
and the surface pollution (road salt, pesticides, fertilizers, pet waste,
other pollutants, etc.) that burden our ponds and streams within Long
Reach. This also means that each small improvement that’s made to
the land within Long Reach can result in meaningful betterment to our
watershed health! The goal should be to minimize the amount of fast
moving water that leaves our properties during storms, and ensure
that the rain water is not picking up pollutants as it flows.
The Clean Water Howard site has more info: https://
www.cleanwaterhoward.com/what-is-stormwater/local-impacts
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@LRCA_Stonehouse
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Thank you to Paul Willis for the image above.
We’re excited to share more beautiful photo
contest submissions in future editions!

Next Reach Out will be published on April 2nd

Celebrating
Long Reach!
It’s official - Long Reach Village
is 50 years old! To mark the
anniversary, we are continuing
to build connections between our community and the
environment by hosting special events, fun projects and
learning opportunities that improve our health and the
health of our land and waterways.

Visit longreach.org/50 for more information.

Long Reach CARES
Be part of the New Long Reach Committee!
Want to know more about local environmental issues and
"green" events in our village? Long Reach CARES
(Community Action and Resources for Environmental
Stewardship) was created with just this in mind.
Stay informed of volunteer opportunities, cool science,
and much more! Find us on Facebook by searching
"Long Reach CARES" or @LRCARES.

Paper Shredding Event
Saturday, April 24 • 9am to Noon

at Stonehouse (lower level parking lot)
• FREE for Long Reach Residents (ID required)
• Non-village residents—$10 (cash only, exact change)
• Limit 3 grocery bags/bankers boxes per person

Visit longreach.org/events for more information

Long Reach Village Board Members
Nina Basu, Chair

nina.basu@gmail.com

Ed Coleman, Vice Chair etc@comcast.net
Reginald Avery

waialua1@icloud.com

David Wissing

drwissing@gmail.com

Josh Friedman

josh.friedmanmpa@gmail.com

Janet Evans, CA Rep

jsevans8965@gmail.com

Village Board Highlights
✓
✓
✓

Approved the Long Reach Village Cares Committee
Charter.
Met with PFC Jose Marichal, Long Reach Community
Resource Officer to discuss safety concerns.
Removed flag for 8983 Stone Cloud.
Visit longreach.org for up-to-date information on Board
Meeting dates, Board Meeting minutes, and more.

Long Reach Community Association
Stonehouse  Office Hours  Services
Stonehouse is open by appointment only. Staff members will
continue to work both remotely and on-site. Many village
services including Letter of Compliance requests, Resale
Document sales, & the processing of Exterior Alteration
Applications are currently available. Please contact our staff for
assistance or to schedule an appointment.
Visit longreach.org for more information.

Upcoming Board Meetings*
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
March 2 & 16
Upcoming RAC Meetings *
Stonehouse at 7:00pm
March 3, 17 & 31
* Due to COVID-19, meetings may be virtual or cancelled. Check the
village website longreach.org for information on meeting changes.

CA Council Representative Comments
By Janet Evans • jsevans8965@gmail.com
In CA news, budget conversations continue as the
organization uses the available information to map out
fiscal year 2022, starting May 1. I’ve heard from a
number of you on different items and I appreciate your input
and advocacy. With COVID numbers dropping and the gradual
availability of vaccines increasing, CA’s opportunities for
increased services and participation are improving, though full
recovery will take some time. Additionally, the executive
search for a new President/CEO continues. We expect to have
a decision by early April, so stay tuned.
Maybe the fog of COVID-induced fatigue is beginning to lift,
but I have to be honest. I grieve for the last year. I grieve for
all those lost and all those suffering. I grieve for the
divisiveness in our country. I grieve for my daughters, one
who missed out on her senior year of high school and the
other whose virtual college graduation launched her into a
difficult job market. I grieve for a sense of normalcy that may
never look the same again. I grieve for my 80-something
parents, in whom I have seen the impact of less social
interaction and physical activity. The only ones who seem to
be thriving are the dogs, who have more time with their
people than they could ever hope for.
There are positives – the stories of innovation, hope and
connection, the long conversations with my daughters, that
my parents got their first vaccine last week, a new
appreciation for the magic of everyday things and the
resiliency of people. It’s something. And while 2020 will never
be a show I want to binge watch, the past year will forever be
a part of our collective history. I look forward to it also being
in the past.
Stay safe and stay connected as best you can.

C

Ommunity NEWS

Black History Month Events - Howard County has several
ways to reflect, explore, learn and celebrate
during Black History Month. The Office of
Human Rights is presenting a month-long
virtual program that can be accessed at
howardcountymd.gov/Black-History-Month. Howard County
Library has a page dedicated to Black History resources at
hclibrary.org/books-movies-music/learn-more/. In addition,
Visit Howard County has a full list of historical sites for you to
explore. Check out their website at visithowardcounty.com/
blog/post/celebrating-black-history-month.

Long Reach Sustainable Landscaping Tour - This year, to
celebrate Earth Day, the Long Reach Watershed
Advisory Committee is organizing a self-guided
tour to showcase the sustainable landscaping
practices in our village! We know that many of us
have used this last year to work in our yards, so
we’re hoping that many neighbors will want to
show off their work in a relaxed, safe way. Rain gardens,
pollinator gardens, lawn reduction, and much more! Additional
details are available at longreach.org/events.

Volunteers Needed - LRCA is recruiting volunteers to help
organize and maintain a future Free Little Food
Bank in the Long Reach Village Center. Your
support would be invaluable! Want to help? Email
events@longreach.org.

2021 Active Transportation Open House - The Howard
County Office of Transportation will host a virtual
open house covering biking, walking,
micromobility, and Complete Streets in Howard
County. The open house will be held virtually over
eight days from February 19 to 26 for residents to
explore as their schedules allow and include office
hours when staff will be available to chat or answer questions by
video conference. Visit howardcountymd.gov/activetransportation-open-house for more information. If you have
further questions or comments, please
contact transportation@howardcountymd.gov.

Long Reach Scavenger Hunts - Take a walk and explore the

Long Reach Senior Corner
Sharonlee J. Vogel, Long Reach Representative
CA Senior Advisory Committee

The CA Senior Advisory Committee (SAC) continues to meet
via Zoom during the COVID situation. Have you gotten your
vaccine yet? If not, keep registering on all the sites you can
to receive the very important email to actually schedule your
vaccine appointment; yes, it is a two or more step process – it
takes perseverance! The County is still in phases 1A and
B. 1C, 2 and 3 will be opening later. All depends on vaccines
arriving - and vaccines are in short supply.
The Columbia Arts Center right here in Long Reach is open check on-line for its schedule to see exhibits and
happenings. Social distancing and masks are required. See
the other new businesses in the Village Center too!
Many of the CA facilities have reopened, with controls in
place to protect us all. Check out CA’s web site for details,
columbiaassociation.org/fitness-and-health media/. Also
they have new social media channels are specific to your
interests: CA Golf (www.facebook.com/ColAssnGolf, CA
Swim (www.facebook.com/ColumbiaPools ), CA Tennis
(www.facebook.com/ColAssnTennis ), and CA Fit!
(www.facebook.com/ColumbiaAssnFit)
The CA Board continues to work developing, finalizing the
budget. Given the consequences of COVID, there are
significant budget issues. Decisions have to be made on
closing some facilities, including pools, reducing
programs. Individual Villages like Long Reach have suffered
significant losses as well as CA.
Because of the pandemic, life at the CA outdoor pools this
summer will be very different. Distancing may still be
required until the pandemic ends. It is doubtful that all 23
pools can be open this summer. No final decision has been
made which pools will be open or closed. And people will
likely have to reserve space at the pools this summer.
The most used CA facilities are bike paths and outdoor
pools. More use fitness clubs than use the indoor pools. Long
Reach has pools, the Tennis Club, and paths.
Do social distance, double mask, be safe, stay well.

outdoors while trying to find all the items on our
NEW Winter Scavenger Hunt! This edition and
earlier ones can be found on our website at
longreach.org/scavenger-hunt. Feel free to send a
few pictures of what you find to
events@longreach.org—you might even win a fun prize!

COVID-19 County Information - For information regarding
local restrictions and closings, COVID-19 testing,
food and other assistance, mental health, press
releases, and other resources visit the Howard
County Government's website:
StayCOVIDSafe.howardcountymd.gov.
All ads in The Reach Out are PAID ADVERTISING. The Long Reach Community Association does not endorse any goods or services advertised in our newsletter.

Registration for Spring Classes Opening Soon!
Classes held at Stonehouse. Schedule & tuition is available at

Bringing dance to Columbia, MD for over 30 years

cindeevelleballet.com or call 410-465-7674

Beautiful Bluebirds Presentation
March 4, 2021 at 7pm

Throw Your Hat In The Ring!
Board Nominations Open
March 1—March 19
Residents will elect two members to serve
on the Long Reach Village Board and one
member to serve on the CA Board of
Directors. The annual Long Reach Village election
will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2021.
• Candidates must be owners or lease-holding

tenants of properties in Long Reach.
• Candidates must file a Nomination Petition no

later than March 19, 2021 at 3 pm.
• Nominations petitions and election information

will be available beginning March 1, 2021.
Questions? Visit longreach.org, call 410-730-8113
or email info@longreach.org

Did you know Long Reach will soon be home
to several bluebird nest boxes this spring?
Learn what impact that will have as Kathy
Kremnitzer, President of the Maryland
Bluebird Society, shares basic information
on bluebirds, habitat, nesting habits, and
how to be a good bluebird landlord.

Register at LRCA.eventbrite.com

Master Gardener Presentations
Join us for free, online presentations from
the Master Gardeners of Howard County.
Building a Better Garden with Less Effort
March 15, 2021 at 7pm
Find out how you can establish a productive vegetable plot
with less effort.
Creating a Pollinator Patch
April 26, 2021 at 7pm
Discover the easiest way to create a native flower garden to
attract butterflies and bees.

Register at LRCA.eventbrite.com

