
Little Free Pantry Committee Meeting Minutes
June 29, 2021

1. Introduction

The meeting began at 7:00pm, Tuesday, June 29, 2021 and was held virtually via Zoom. Those present

were Jennifer Mineart, Larry Doyle, Mackenzie Cooper, Thomas Saporitz, Paulette Lewis, Tina Addo,

Executive Director, and Sara Kaisler, Event Coordinator. Introductions were made.

Addo shared the committee charter, found here: Little Free Pantry Committee Charter, and the pantry’s

inspiration, found here: https://www.littlefreepantry.org/guiding-principles. Addo stated she hoped to have

a committee chair and vice chair nominations by the next meeting.

2. Status of Pantry

Addo shared that the pantry has been installed by Columbia Association, stocked by the Howard County

Food Bank and is currently being monitored by Long Reach staff and volunteers. She also stated that

currently, additional food is available in Stonehouse’s office. Kaisler mentioned that updates will be posted

at longreach.org/litte-free-pantry and any questions can be sent to events@longreach.org.

3. Maintenance

Kaisler introduced the sign-up genius, found here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4daeaf2aa2f9ce9-pantry. There are slots for each day through the

end of the month of July. It’s not currently clear how often the pantry will need to be checked on or

stocked. Hopefully daily check-ins will help to determine that need.

Kaisler also shared what volunteers should be looking for when checking on the pantry. This includes

taking note of the items in the pantry and  the state of the pantry it’s self. She asked that after their

check-in volunteers take a photo of the pantry and email it to events@longreach.org so that staff can

track what items are popular and are able to restock appropriately.

4. Questions

Doyle asked why there was a need for a pantry while other programs exist. Addo responded that the

pantry is open to all, no matter the reason for their need and is meant to supplement existing programs.

Kaisler mentioned that one of the benefits of the pantry is its ease of access and lack of barriers between

those in need and food.
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Mineart asked about the exact location of the pantry. Addo answered that it was directly in front of

Stonehouse in the Long Reach Village Center, at the edge of the newly installed pollinator garden. Kaisler

stated that the website will be updated to clearly share the pantry’s location.

Lewis asked for clarification on what exactly checking the pantry will entail. Kaisler responded that

volunteers should use their best judgement when checking on the pantry. While the food in the pantry is

currently fresh, volunteers will likely have to check expiration dates and remove out of date food in the

future. She asked that if volunteers see something in the pantry that doesn’t seem right to them, to feel

free to remove it and let Long Reach staff know.

Addo asked for any additional questions and none were asked.  She thanked those in attendance for their

time and ended the meeting at 7:30pm.


