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Please be respectful! Do not
destroy or take anything from the
property. Stay on pathways where
appropriate. 
Please keep all pets at home, and
children must be supervised. 

Thank you for taking a tour of some of
Long Reach's  sustainable gardens
and homes. We're hoping this tour will
help to acknowledge those who are
already making sustainable choices,
while also encouraging neighbors to
give something new a try. 

 There are several etiquette
procedures that we ask you to abide
by, to show respect for the properties
that you visit. 

1.

2.

Some homeowners may want to pop
out to talk to you in person, or they
may leave fun and informative signs
for you in their yards.

INTRO
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WHAT IS A SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE?
Humans are using a lot of Earth’s resources every day! It is easy to
take many of these things for granted because nature has an
amazing ability to provide these things at no cost to us - clean
water, clean air, pollination, harnessing the sun’s energy and
moving it through the food web, and so many more. A sustainable
landscape aims to acknowledge these resources and preserve
them as much as possible. 

WATER

Rain barrels typically hold 50-60 gallons each. If barrels are emptied prior to storms, multiple rain

barrels may be able to sequester part or all rooftop runoff. 

Rain gardens and conservation plantings are designed to capture stormwater runoff so that it can

slowly let the water filter into the ground. Previously we’ve graded our lawns and drained all the low

spots, but now we know that it can be more sustainable to add some of those mounds and divots

back and plant them with water loving plants. 

Trees have the ability to intercept a LOT of storm water. They can hold gallons and gallons of water

just on their leaves during rain. Their roots not only draw up considerable amounts of water, but they

also create pathways for the water to infiltrate into the ground. The roots also are essential to

prevent soil and nutrients from being eroded and carried away during storms. 

Lawns do very little to slow the flow of water during storms. Reducing the size of lawns, and using

plants instead that have large root systems along with mulch or natural leaf layer, can have a great

impact in reducing the amount of storm water that flows off of properties. Reducing hard

(impervious) surfaces is another way to prevent stormwater from flowing away. Even redirecting a

downspout to flow into the lawn instead of down the driveway to the storm drain, will benefit our

watershed health.

The streams in Long Reach are not healthy. Most of the storm drains that move water away from streets

and parking lots are directly connected to our streams. Pollutants are not filtered out, and the large

influx of water during storms has severely eroded the stream banks. This results in a decrease of the

biodiversity and number of creatures that can be sustained in our waterways. It also results in CA

dollars being needed for stream, bridge, and pathway repairs when the stream banks have eroded in

dangerous ways. CA funds are also needed in order to dredge the ponds and lakes very frequently due

to the amount of eroded sediment from the stream banks. Every gallon of water that you can safely

hold on your property during storms is improving the health of our local waters. 

 

The water sustainability practices above not only help to preserve our streams and the biodiversity in

them, but they also help to conserve water use that we would otherwise pull from the tap. Using native

plants that are adapted to the growing conditions of this region allow them to thrive with little to no

additional water from us. Having places in your landscape that will naturally help water absorb into

healthy soil, will allow the soil and plants to maintain the necessary moisture. And of course, harvesting

stormwater in rain barrels allows you to store water in between storms so that you can water plants

during dry spells.

Long Reach Community Association
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Native plants are the basis of most food webs. They harvest the sun’s energy and

provide food for native insects and wildlife. Native insects rarely recognize non-

native plants as food because they did not co-evolve together. Landscapes that

are 100% lawn and non-native plants, will support very few herbivore insects, and

so on up the food chain. Imbalances in ecosystems often make it easier for “pest”

species (mosquitos, rats, deer, etc.) to overwhelm an area where predators no

longer exist. It’s ok to have some non-native plants in our yards. Invasive non-native

plants, however, can cause “economic or environmental harm or harm to human

health,” and should be removed. The more native plants the better!

Providing habitat and shelter with the way we landscape can also sustain wildlife.

Leaving the leaf layer in natural areas preserves many insect generations, leaving

spent flower stalks at least 18 inches can preserve bee populations, nesting boxes

for birds can preserve species that are being pressured by habitat loss and

invasive bird species. There are many more ways!

Insect, bird, and other wildlife populations have drastically plummeted in recent

decades. There are no longer enough contiguous wild places on the earth to sustain

them. Luckily, most wildlife is able to safely coexist with humans with minimal conflict.

Healthy ecosystems, and the services they provide - like clean air, clean water, and

energy - are dependent on healthy biodiversity. 

WHAT IS A SUSTAINABLE
LANDSCAPE? 

Long Reach Community Association

03

Healthy soils and woody plants sequester carbon. Gas powered lawn mowers and leaf

blowers, on the other hand, are large sources of pollution. Replacing unused areas of

lawn with beneficial plants can reduce a landscape's carbon footprint

substanstancially, while also regaining time that was previously spent mowing.

Growing organic food gardens or planting permaculture food forests in your yard is

another great way to reduce your family’s carbon footprint since typical agriculture

and food production is very dependent on fossil fuels. 

BIODIVERSITY

CARBON

These are just a few ways that we can steward our

land to be as sustainable as possible. Each

sustainable choice makes a difference.



KENDALL
RIDGE



Rain Garden Rain Barrel/Cistern Compost Bin/Pile Native Plantings

Conservation
Planting

Natural Leaf Cover Pollinator Garden
Urban Tree Canopy

Expansion

I began the transformation of my yard probably almost 20 years ago now. When we

moved in, back in 1999, the yard had about three trees and otherwise was a sea of

lawn. I slowly began adding trees to cool the landscape and bring a more natural feel

to the yard. I then saw a presentation by Dr. Doug Tallamy and subsequently read his

book, "Bringing Nature Home," and a lightbulb clicked!! My whole philosophy on

gardening changed. I no longer thought of the yard as "mine" and decided to plant

simply what I thought was pretty, but I saw it instead as a part of the local ecology. I

began incorporating native plants wherever I could. I also started trying to actually

create habitat by intentionally making brush piles, adding a pond, leaving leaves and

stalks rather than removing them as part of fall cleanup, etc. The result? Nature truly

has come home! I have so many insects, birds, snakes and other critters visiting my

yard now! It's humbling to know that my actions can have such a positive impact on

nature and the local ecology. My landscaping choices will continue to move my yard

further in that direction. The results have been so wonderful for not only the wildlife,

but for me personally in terms of the pleasure I get from my yard... how could I do

anything less? 

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

I've added so many natives to my yard that I literally cannot remember them all! But,

my favorites include some lovely trees such as white oak, American elm, tulip poplar,

scarlet oak, pawpaw, eastern red cedar, American holly and sweet bay magnolia. My

shrub layer includes spicebush, summer sweet, inkberry, and winterberry. I’ve also

incorporated many native herbaceous plants including milkweed, Joe Pye weed,

amsonia, New York ironweed, black-eyed-susans, liatris, Cup plant, goldenrod,

several types of ferns and spring ephemerals and so, so many more! 

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

6401 SADDLE DR. 

Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME

MASTER GARDENER BAY-WISE, MONARCH WAYSTATION, BEE CITY, CA ADOPT A
SPOT
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Compost Bin/Pile Pollinator Garden

MD Native Plantings MD Native Tree Plantings

Our cul de sac circle is a newly planted work in progress

providing a lovely (mostly) native habitat and pollinator garden.

Our personal pollinator garden is fun to watch monarch

caterpillars feasting on butterfly weed and boasts bold liatris,

sweetspire and bee balm varieties. Around the yard, we have

added various native trees, ferns, grasses, etc. 

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Liatris, Bee Balm Dwarf, Bee Balm, Sweetspire, Red Bud,

Serviceberry, Dogwood, Christmas Fern, Clethra, Phlox,

Mountain Mint, Big Leaf Aster, Columbine 

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

8104 TAMAR DR.

Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME

WEED WARRIOR
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Rain Barrel/Cistern

MD Native Plantings

We took out a paver patio in our front and replaced it with a

native plant “pocket” meadow. We did not purchase any plants,

rather we received native plants from neighbors - and learned a

lot along the way! I do not have a green thumb but enjoyed

learning from friends that were kind enough to teach me what

they’ve learned. I can’t wait for my small space to be as filled in

and full of flowers as theirs are. 

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Columbine, Black-eyed Susans 

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

8120 SEA WATER PATH

Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME 
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Rain Garden Rain Barrel/CIstern Compost Bin/Pile

Reduced Lawn/No-Mow
Lawn

Pollinator Garden MD Native Plantings

Initially we worked with CA to install our rain garden in the front yard. All

four gutters are set up to go underground and drain away. Not all of their

installed plants worked in the location- we have since replaced many of

them and added more pollinator plants and native plants. Our front yard

has a slope and the dirt has slowly washed away. We have done another

garden (not officially a rain garden, but could be considered conservation

planting) to help with runoff as well as reduce the amount of lawn. I

extend this garden a little each year.

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

False Indigo, Cone Flowers, Inkberry, Chokeberry, Eastern Redbud, Joe

Pye Weed, Black Eyed Susan, False Sunflowers, Swamp Milkweed.

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

8156 SEA WATER PATH

Long Reach Community Association 

TYPE OF HOME, CERTIFICATIONS 
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MD Native Tree Plantings



Rain Barrel/Cistern Compost Bin/Pile Conservation Planting

Pollinator Garden
Permeable

Pavement/Pavers
Pond/Water Feature

My garden is an on going work but continues to be eco friendly.

I have 4 rain barrels which are supported by gold fish to to help

control mosquito larvae. I also have 3 compost bins which

handle composting all of my leaves in the fall. I am transitioning

to an all perennial garden as I slowing remove grass for a more

sustainable lawn and garden layout.

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Columbine and Milkweed

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

8133 SEA WATER PATH

Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME
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JEFFERS
HILL



Rain Barrel/Cistern Compost Bin/Pile
Conservation

Planting
Reduced Lawn/No-

Mow Lawn 

Natural Leaf Cover MD Native Plantings
MD Native Tree

Plantings
Organic Food Garden

I aim to garden following Bay-Wise practices. I have 3 rain barrels, use cut

limbs for edging beds, reduced lawn area, use mulched leaves for mulch and

our own compost. I am partial to perennials. From the early crocus and lenten

rose to late blooming hydrangea...I enjoy the show of new plants coming into

flower as the weeks go by. Taking a “walk-about” to find what has changed is

fun and enjoyable to me.  

My garden is also a “friendship” garden. Gardeners like to share and exchange

and so I have plants from many friends and some of my plantings are in friends

gardens! 

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Eastern Redbud Tree, Pawpaw, Willow Oak, American Holly, Tulip Poplar,

Serviceberry. Carolina Spice Bush,Winterberry, Beautyberry, Summer Sweet,

Jacobs Ladder, Asters, Golden Rod, Joe Pye Weed, Christmas Fern,

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

6052 TAMAR DRIVE

Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME

MASTER GARDENER BAY WISE 
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Rain Garden Rain Barrel/Cistern
Reduced Lawn/No-Mow

Lawn 

Compost Bin/Pile Natural Leaf Cover MD Native Plantings

MD Native Tree Plantings Bluebird Nest Box Dark Sky Friendly Lighting

Removable Clothesline Bird Safe Window Covering Catio

 I am trying to remove as much lawn as possible from my yard and replace

with wildlife habitat. I'm actively removing non native plants that were

previously installed with native ones. I am most proud of my Howell's

pussytoes which makes a really unique and fantastic ground cover. I also have

a small patch that I am trying to convert to a mini forest with many volunteer

trees and I actually found a tiny tree frog there last summer! I am really excited

to provide wildlife with places to live and thrive!

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Red Maple, Joe Pye Plant, Persimmon, Red Buds, Goldenrods, Obedient Plant,

Howell's Pussytoes, Blue Mist Flower, Golden Ragwort, Sweet Gums, Silver

Maple, Black Eyed Susan, Paw Paws, Buttonbush, Fringe Tree, Black Gums,

Trumpet Honeysuckle, Common Milkweed, Wild Bergamot, Gayfeather, Blue

Flag Iris, Butterfly Weed, Mountain Mint, Tickseed ('nana').

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

8982 WETBANKS COURT

Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME

CERTIFIED WILDLIFE HABITAT, CENTRAL MD AUDUBON BIRD FRIENDLY YARD,
HUMANE BACKYARD, XERXES POLLINATOR GARDEN, MASTER GARDENER BAY-
WISE, MONARCH WAYSTATION, BEE CITY POLLINATOR GARDEN
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Rain Barrel/Cistern Compost Bin/Pile Conservation Garden

Pollinator Garden Permeable Pavers or Pavement Pond/Water Feature

Our vision is to create and maintain a beautiful woodland garden that is an ecological, diverse,

natural, healthy ecosystem. It’s inspired by our many beautiful native trees (including white

oaks, beeches, and tulip trees) and the Maryland woodlands. In front of our house, between

the driveway and the flagstone path we built, we’ve planted green and gold, crested iris,

several lady ferns, foamflower, columbine, and other native perennials amid some large

rocks. On the other side of the path is a kidney-shaped bed dominated by ragwort and native

ferns with some other native plants for more interest like sensitive plant and bleeding heart.

North of this area there is a smaller perennial bed featuring Virginia spiderwort, snakeroot,

flag iris, and white wood aster. We developed most of the front garden since August 2019

when we moved here. At that time much of the front yard was covered by a thick layer of

bark mulch. Under the bark mulch and some topsoil we discovered two layers of landscaping

fabric and plastic sheeting. We removed all the landscape sheets and plastic and much of the

mulch to create the current garden. In the front area near the sidewalk, we took out a grass

section and planted oregano, thyme, sage, chives, blue-eyed grass, black-eyed Susan,

several phloxes, purple love grass, and butterfly weed. We’re currently beginning to develop

the shady back garden, planting many more native shrubs and trees, including clethra,

azalea, spicebush, redbud, and dogwood. The swale area in the side and back is a work in

progress and may be showcased in years to come! We have been accepted into the Howard

County Stream ReLeaf program and hope to plant a dozen or more native shrubs near the

swale in the fall.

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Native Perennials: Ragwort, Green And Gold, Stonecrop, Lady Ferns, Ostrich Fern, Hay-
Scented Fern, Royal Fern, Marginal Wood Fern, Christmas Fern, Foam Flower, Native
Columbine, Moss Phlox, Creeping Phlox, Woodland Phlox, Heuchera, Cardinal Flower, Blue
Lobelia, Dwarf Crested Iris, White Wood Aster, Snakeroot, Wild Ginger, Tickseed, Echinacea,
Bleeding Heart, Butterfly Weed, Wild Geranium, Sedge, Rush, Wavy Hair Grass, Blue-Eyed
Grass.
Native Shrubs: Arbor Vitae, Bearberry, Sweetspire, Spicebush, Oakleaf Hydrangea, Smooth

Hydrangea, Clethra, Pinxter Azalea, Pussy Willow, Red Osier Dogwood. Native Trees:

Redbuds, Dogwood, White Oaks, Chestnut Oak, Red Maples, Eastern Hemlock, Beeches,

Tulip Trees.

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

5448 HIGH TOR HILL
Long Reach Community Association 

SINGLE FAMILY HOME

MASTER GARDENER BAY-WISE 
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Rain Barrel/Cistern Reduced Lawn/No-Mow Lawn MD Native Plantings

Pollinator Garden Natural Leaf Cover Impervious Surface Reduction

By living minimally in a townhome, we don't have much land to landscape. However,

we've tried to make the most of what we have by landscaping with almost all native

plants, leaving leaves as mulch, and sequestering water with rain barrels on each

downspout. Nearly our entire front and back yard have transformed over the last two

years from non-native landscape to life-supporting native plants. I know it will always

be a work in progress, but it's exciting to have a few things coming into to their

magical 3rd year and really looking great! In the last year, I was most excited about

installing a small wildlife patio pond (that immediately attracted a resident bullfrog)

and a hummingbird arbor for coral honeysuckle. I have a horrible track record with

growing annual vegetables, but I'm hopeful to get a good harvest this year of

blueberries, strawberries, raspberries, chokeberries, and elderberries. I'm also trying

to grow American groundnut (aka hopniss) this year, which is a native vine that

produces edible potato-like tubars and beans. Our yard has developed more and

more purpose over the last two years, and I love watching the difference that such a

small area can make.

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

I've added so many natives to my yard! Some of my favorites are those that attract

hummingbirds since there is something so magical about watching a hummingbird

sip nectar from a "nature's bird feeders" - red columbine, red cardinal flower, great

blue lobelia, coral honeysuckle, and bee balm. I'm also excited to have added a tree

to my small yard this year - a white flowering dogwood! The blueberries and virginia

sweetbspire shrubs have such amazing fall color! My favorite ferns are northern

maidenhair and royal ferns. My favorite ground covers are foamflower and golden

ragwort.

MD NATIVE PLANTS 

5647 PHELPS LUCK DRIVE

Long Reach Community Association 

TOWNHOME

HOCO BEECITY, MASTER GARDENER BAY-WISE, CERTIFIED WILDLIFE HABITAT 
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Pollinator Garden

Stonehouse is proud to be on the path to incorporate more

sustainable landscaping into our business practices. The pollinator

garden in front of our building was installed in the spring of 2021, in

the central courtyard of Long Reach Village Center. Pollinator

gardens do a great deal to support the population of beneficial

insects like bees and butterflies. Of course, the installation of the

pollinator garden would be impossible if not for the amazing

suggestions of Long Reach CARES. Long Reach CARES works

tirelessly to improve our community and lead the way to a more

sustainable and environmentally friendly Long Reach. We

encourage everyone with a passion for the outdoors or for making a

positive impact on your community to get involved with Long Reach

CARES by visiting their Facebook Page or joining the mailing list.

Facebook: @LRCARES

Mailing list: WAC@longreach.org

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

6110 FORELAND GARTH

Long Reach Community Association 

COMMERCIAL
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Howard County Watershed Stewards Academy -

https://www.howardwsa.org/ 

Howard EcoWorks - https://www.howardecoworks.org/ 

Community Ecology Institute at Freetown Farm -

https://www.communityecologyinstitute.org/ 

HarvestUnite - https://www.harvestunite.org/ 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources Wild Acres -

https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/habitat/wildacres.aspx 

Audubon Society of Central Maryland - https://www.centralmdaudubon.org/ 

Patterson Park Audubon Center - https://patterson.audubon.org/ 

Monarch Waystation - https://monarchwatch.org/waystations/ 

Wildlife Habitat - https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/Certify 

Homegrown National Park - https://homegrownnationalpark.org/

Pollinator Gardens - https://extension.umd.edu/resource/pollinator-gardens 

Howard County Rain Barrels (annual giveaways!) -

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works/rain-barrel

RESOURCES FOR
FURTHER LEARNING

Long Reach Community Association 
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https://homegrownnationalpark.org/


Howard County Bee City USA -

https://livegreenhoward.com/land/pollinators/  

 BeeCity Pollinator Garden Design Templates -

https://www.howardnature.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Native-

Plant-Pollinato r-Garden-Templates.pdf 

Howard County Plants for Pollinators spreadsheet -

https://livegreenhoward.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/PollinatorGardenDesig n-KJH-04-20-20.xlsx  

Native Plant Nurseries - https://livegreenhoward.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/Native-Plant-Suppliers During-Coronavirus.pdf 

Columbia Association Rain Garden Cost Share Program for the Dorsey Run

Watershed (mostly the Kendall Ridge neighborhood) -

https://www.columbiaassociation.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/RainGardenCostShar e2013pdf.pdf 

University of Maryland Extension Bay-wise Program -

https://extension.umd.edu/programs/environment-natural-

resources/program-areas/ume bay-wise-program/how-participate 

Howard County CleanScapes - https://www.cleanwaterhoward.com/what-

is-your-role/residential-properties/cleanscapes 

RESOURCES FOR
FURTHER LEARNING

Long Reach Community Association 
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CONTACT US

6110 Foreland Garth, Columbia MD
21045

410-730-8113
info@longreach,org

www.longreach.org
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LONG REACH VILLAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/longreachvillage

