
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 6, 2022 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Long Reach Board of Directors was called to order by Nina Basu at 7:33pm, 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022, and was held virtually via Zoom and phone. Other members present were 
Ed Coleman, Reginald Avery, and Josh Friedman. Also present were Tina Addo, Executive Director, and Anne 
Kulesza, Board Secretary. Janet Evans, CA Council Rep, joined the meeting at 7:36pm. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND JULY 19, 2022 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Friedman motioned to amend the July 19, 2022 meeting minutes to include a line under the Old 
Montgomery/Tamar Drive Roundabout Project agenda item stating that the Long Reach Board strongly 
suggested that the County hold a public meeting on this project. Coleman seconded, which was approved 
4-0-0. The agenda and the amended July 19, 2022 Board meeting minutes were approved consensus. 
 
RESIDENT SPEAKOUT 
Justin Van Hassel stated that the Fishing Derby was fun and there was a lot of participants that enjoyed 
it. He mentioned that CA was talking about doing another one next year and stocking Jackson Pond. He 
also stated that he attended the food truck event for the last two weeks and both times the county was 
packing up before 7pm, even though the event was advertised until 8pm.  
 

Ashley Alston, District 2 Aide, stated she was attending for support and to take anything back that she 
can assist with. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
Basu mentioned that she had a super summer. She stated that the Board has advocated for the 
community, especially for large projects such as the keeping the bike path open during the pond 
restoration, the roundabout project, and the food truck event. She stated that she was frustrated with 
how Long Reach Village continues to not be prioritized and was disappointed with the County’s lack of 
communication and promotion of its food truck event. Basu suggested that the Board put together its 
top three priorities to focus on in the coming months and advocate for those to ensure a real investment 
by the County and other stakeholders. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Avery stated that he was happy seeing forward movement on the Old Montgomery/Tamar Drive 
roundabout project. He mentioned that he talked with the resident living adjacent to the Sewells Orchard 
Ponds. He stated that he learned a lot from the resident, and he was glad to help facilitate 



communication. He also mentioned that he is helping with school PTAs in Howard County and was 
approached by Boy Scout Troop 874 to possibly have the Board charter the troop. He said he would 
forward the charter responsibility information to the Board and Addo.  
 

Friedman echoed Basu’s sentiment about the food trucks and the lack of communication from the 
County. He stated that when food trucks don’t show, it tends to lead to rumors as to why. He stated that 
he doesn’t think it is fair, and often the rumors are not accurate, but they are out there, and it is a concern 
of his. 
 

Coleman echoed what Basu mentioned about the County’s lack of communication, not only with the 
traffic circle, but also Oakland Mills Road. He stated the rework of Oakland Mills Road to include a bike 
lane was a complete surprise and it would have been nice to discuss as a community. Coleman stated 
that maybe there are some things that the Board can do as an organization to help that communication 
along. He also asked if meeting in person had been discussed and that he may have a conflict on Oct 4th 
and will let the Board know. Basu requested to add in-person meetings to the September 20, 2022  
agenda. 
 
CA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
Evans echoed Coleman’s concern about the changes to Oakland Mills Road, especially because no lane 
transitions on either end creates a dangerous situation for cyclists. Evans also stated that CA is still 
working with Hickory Ridge Village regarding the replacement of a large and unique tot lot. CA’s current 
tot lot policy only allows for replacements using smaller play equipment. Evans stated that this issue 
brings up the difficulty in budgeting these types of things. She mentioned that it would make sense to 
allow surplus village funds, which are currently to be invested in village environmental projects, to be 
used for any open space project in that village, which ultimately benefits all Columbia residents. 
  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Addo provided report in writing, which is attached to the original minutes. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Kulesza provided the Board with correspondence, which are attached to the original minutes. 
 
OPEN BOARD POSITION 
Addo stated that legal counsel advised that voting should be done in an open meeting. Basu stated that 
board candidates Justin Van Hassel and Jared Wolfe both met the qualifications, were interviewed and 
are members of the association. The Board voted by ballot. Kulesza tallied the four votes and announced 
Justin Van Hassel as winner. Coleman motioned to appoint Justin Van Hassel as a member of the Long 
Reach Community Association Board of Directors for a term ending April 30, 2024. Avery seconded, 
which was approved 4-0-0. 
 



ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
Nina Basu, Chair Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary 


