
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 20, 2022 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Long Reach Board of Directors was called to order by Ed Coleman at 7:33pm, 
Tuesday, September 20, 2022, and was held virtually via Zoom and phone. Other members present were 
Reginald Avery, Josh Friedman, and Justin Van Hassel. Also present were Janet Evans, CA Council Rep, Tina 
Addo, Executive Director, and Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary. Nina Basu joined the meeting at 7:37pm. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
The agenda and the September 6, 2022 Board meeting minutes were approved consensus. 
 
RESIDENT SPEAKOUT 
Bob Dover, resident at 6354 Tamar Drive next to Sewells Orchard Park, stated that Howard County 
Department of Public Works (DPW), instead of extending awareness of the project, used its 
presentations to the Board as a mechanism to spread misinformation. He stated that DPW did not 
coordinate the Sewells Pond Retrofit Project with adjacent homeowners. Dover stated he sent the Board 
detailed comments and they have developed a website called protectourponds.org. 
 

Sarah Kellet, resident of 6350 Tamar Drive, commented on the DPW project stating the biggest concern 
aside from not notifying anybody, is that DPW has not done a first damages assessment. She stated that 
the duration of the project is unrealistic based on the information DPW provided which is disorganized, 
and DPW is giving a lot of mixed messages. Further, Ms. Kellet stated no biological survey has been 
done.  
 

Kyle Gallagher, resident of 6358 Tamar Drive, stated that he was not properly notified of the project and 
had to learn, by secondhand, the details of the project from his neighbors. He stated that he is concerned 
about the potential effects to the resale value of his house and the impacts to the quality of living.  
 

Ashley Alston, District 2 Aide, stated she was attending for support.  
 

Mary Jackson, resident of 6345 Tamar Drive, stated she did not appreciate being excluded from 
notifications about the project and finding out that DPW is not doing an environmental impact. She 
stated that the entire community should get involved.  
 

John Doherty, a resident of 6605 June Apple Court for 37 years, has watched the ecology of the pond 
over the years. He stated that the way this has gone down is a disgrace to Howard County and is very 
disappointing. He stated that hopefully with all of the residents involved, this will be corrected. 
 
 



Basu stated that her understanding is that the project is on an indefinite hold and DPW needs to go back 
and go through all the required processes appropriately, including public meetings, which are not Long 
Reach Board meetings. She mentioned that the Board will make a request for a county council person 
to give an update on the project at a future Board meeting. She stated that the Board has requested that 
the county hold public meetings about the project. Addo stated that she has been working to have the 
county set a meeting date.  
 

Ashley Alston stated that she will do the follow-up and that after just checking the county’s website, 
there is a public meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 26, 2022 at 7pm to be held at the Howard 
County Department of Recreation and Parks. She stated that she will do the additional follow-up and 
get back to Basu and Addo. Basu stated that the project will be placed as an agenda item on the 
November 1, 2022 Board meeting. 
 
CA BIORETENTION FACILITY (near Twenty Year Chase)  
John Mccoy, Columbia Association (CA) Watershed Manager, gave a presentation about a bioretention 
facility project on open space near Twenty Year Chase. A Q&A session followed. He stated that the 
drainage system will drain water within 24-48 hours to avoid mosquito breeding. Mr. Mccoy also stated 
that the project should take a few weeks to complete. The Board requested that CA use all means to 
notify the adjacent residents. Mr. Mccoy said CA will use door hangers and pathway signage, have 
information on CA’s website, and will also provide Addo with information to include in Long Reach’s 
newsletters. The presentation is attached to original minutes. 
 
WATERSHED ADVISORY COMMITTEE (WAC) UPDATE 
Mandy Elder, member of the CA and Long Reach WAC, provided an update on the committee’s activities 
and events. She mentioned that the committee is working on drafting architectural guideline 
recommendations to be sent to village managers in response to the new low impact landscaping law. 
She encouraged Board members to follow the social media for all the CARES committees in Columbia. 
She stated that the CA WAC is in support of the Lake Elkhorn Stream Mitigation/Restoration Project. 
Ms. Elder stated that they are discussing pesticide use best practices at both the CA and County level. 
She mentioned that CA’s Rain Garden Cost Share Program is fully funded and encouraged both using 
and promoting the program.  
 

Jill Adams, Long Reach CARES member, stated that she is working on scheduling the next CARES 
meeting at MOD Pizza on a Saturday in October. 
 
DONATION REQUEST: LONG REACH HIGH SCHOOL PTSA 
The Board discussed Long Reach High School PTSA’s donation request for its After-Prom event. 
Friedman motioned to contribute $600 to the Long Reach High School After-Prom Party with the caveat 
that the Board is prepared to match that for Oakland Mills High School and Howard High School upon 
request. Discussion ensued. Board voted 3-2-0, so motion carried. 



 
CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
Basu mentioned that the October 4, 2022 Board meeting has been canceled in observance of Yom 
Kippur. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Van Hassel stated that he is happy to serve and be at his official first meeting. 
 

Coleman stated that the Planning Board was supposed to hear the school budget but is trying to get 
clarification as to when this will take place. He stated that this would be the time in which the Board 
could make a statement as far as school construction projects go. He also mentioned that High School 
14 is coming up on the radar, which may impact Long Reach students. He suggested that the Board 
might want to pay attention and weigh in on that construction project. 
 

Avery stated that Oakland Mills High School is one of our older schools and is in need of renovation or 
a rebuild. He stated there is a new school that is slated to be built but is dependent on new construction 
that goes up in the surrounding area. 
 

Friedman stated that the Board is hearing the folks who came out to speak about the Sewells Pond 
Retrofit Project. He explained that the Board has been as diligent as possible given the very little 
influence the Board has over the project. He reiterated that the residents are being heard and the Board 
is listening. 
 
CA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
Evans had nothing to report. 
  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Addo provided report in writing, which is attached to the original minutes. 
 
LRCA FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Addo presented the revised FY22 Fourth Quarter Financials. Avery motioned to accept and approve the 
revised FY22 Fourth Quarter Financials as presented. Coleman seconded, which was approved 5-0-0. 
Addo presented the FY23 First Quarter Financials. Friedman motioned to accept and approve the FY23 
First Quarter Financials as presented. Coleman seconded, which was approved 5-0-0. 
 
RETURN TO IN-PERSON MEETING DISCUSSION 
The Board discussed future meeting formats, including online, in-person, and hybrid. The Board agreed 
by consensus to revisit the discussion at its November 15, 2022 Board meeting. 
 
 



 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Kulesza provided the Board with correspondence, which are attached to the original minutes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nina Basu, Chair Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary 


