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Gingerbread House Decorating
Wednesday, December 14
6-8pm at Stonehouse
Join us for an evening of holiday cheer!
Long Reach is excited to host friends from near and far for
this Gingerbread House event! Please come out and display
your creativity as you construct and decorate a gingerbread
structure. Take advantage of our delicious Hot Chocolate Bar
and embrace the holiday spirit!
All children must be accompanied by an adult.

For more information & tickets, visit

LRCA.eventbrite.com

Merriweather Symphony of Lights
Walk Through Symphony of Lights
Experience the lights up close with your family, friends or
group at several upcoming walk through events.
•
•
•

Festive Families: Sunday, November 27, 5:30 - 8pm
Tail Lights: Tuesday, December 6, 5:30 - 8pm
Midnight at 7: Saturday, December 31, 5:30pm - 8pm
For more details and tickets, visit merriweatherlights.com.

Friday

February 10, 2023
6-9pm at
Stonehouse
Bestie time is the best time!
Gather your friends for a
creative night of painting,
socializing, and of course
enjoying snacks & beverages.
More details to follow.
lrcaevents@longreach.org

Office Hours: By appointment only
@LRCA_Stonehouse
‘Long Reach Community Association’

Next Reach Out will be published on January 20th

Stonehouse Holiday Hours
Stonehouse will be closed Nov. 24—Nov. 27
and Dec. 24 through Jan. 2, 2023

Auto Theft Prevention Tips

From the Howard County Police Department
Take steps to make yourself less
likely to be victimized. Here’s how:
• Always lock your vehicle.
In some cases thieves break car
windows, but often, they bypass
locked vehicles after checking the door handles. We have
seen this on home security camera video residents have
provided to officers.
• Do not leave keys or key fobs inside your vehicle or
leave your vehicle running unattended. We have seen
“jump-in” vehicle thefts in which a thief steals a vehicle
left running at a gas station or in a driveway. But a
majority of other vehicle thefts occur because keys or
key fobs are left in a vehicle.
• Do not leave valuables in plain sight, or in your car at all
– even for a brief time. We have seen thieves steal from
vehicles at gas stations while the victim is inside the
business. Wallets, purses, and electronics such as laptops and tablets are the most common valuables stolen.
Thieves will use a stolen credit card as soon as they can,
often to purchase gift cards.
• Park in a well-lit area or inside your garage if you have
one and close your garage doors. Thieves have entered
open garages and stolen vehicles and items.
• Get your VIN etched. Have HCPD engrave your car's VIN
on all major pieces of glass. This is a free event offered
by HCPD. Check the calendar for dates/times.
• Vehicle tracking system/ GPS, vehicle security systems,
and a steering wheel/column lock also can be effective
deterrents.
For more tips, visit howardcountymd.gov/police/tipshelp-prevent-auto-thefttheft-auto

Long Reach Village Board Members
Nina Basu, Chair

nina.basu@gmail.com

Ed Coleman, Vice Chair etc@comcast.net
Reginald Avery

waialua1@icloud.com

Josh Friedman

josh.friedmanmpa@gmail.com

Justin Van Hassel

justin.vanhassel@gmail.com

Janet Evans, CA Rep

jsevans8965@gmail.com

Village Board Highlights
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Appointed Justin Van Hassel to the Village Board.
Met with John McCoy, CA Watershed Manager, who gave
an overview of a CA bioretention facility project.
Approved Donation Request from Long Reach High School
PTSA.
Met with PFC Benjamin Fisher, Long Reach Community
Officer.
Attended a CA Board meeting for the Lake Elkhorn Project.
Attended Sewells Orchard Pond Project public meeting.
Visit longreach.org for Board Meeting dates & minutes

Rain Garden Cost Share Program
Columbia Association is all about the environment and
protecting one of Columbia’s most precious assets: Open
Space. One of the ways you can help protect the environment
is by reducing stormwater runoff.
What is the purpose of a rain garden?
Rain gardens are shallow, constructed
depressions that are planted with
deep-rooted native plants and grasses.
They are strategically located to capture
runoff from impervious surfaces such
as a driveway, sidewalk or streets.
The Columbia Association, through a grant from Maryland
Department of Natural Resources, will pay 75% of the
installation cost and has a landscape firm on contract for
installation. It is a huge savings for residents!
For more information, contact Columbia Association via email
at OpenSpace.ResourceRequests@ColumbiaAssociation.org or
call 410-312-6330.

Long Reach Community Association
Stonehouse  Office Hours  Services
Stonehouse is open by appointment only Monday through
Friday, 9am—4pm. Village services including Letter of
Compliance requests, Resale Document sales, & the processing
of Exterior Alteration Applications are currently available. Please
contact our staff for assistance or to schedule an appointment.
Visit longreach.org for more information or call 410-730-8113.

Upcoming Board Meetings*
Stonehouse at 7:30pm
November 15, December 6 & 20
Upcoming RAC Meetings *
Stonehouse at 7:00pm
November 22, December 7, January 4
* Visit longreach.org for information on any meeting changes.

CA Council Representative Comments
By Janet Evans • jsevans8965@gmail.com
At a political rally in Michigan last week, Barack
Obama was twice interrupted by hecklers. He took
the opportunity to address the dangerous climate that can
result from polarized rhetoric and called for basic civility in
political discourse. He mentioned the dog in the movie “Up”
when distracted by a squirrel, comparing it to the distraction
caused by inflammatory speech or events that create a sense
of urgency and take focus away from what’s important.
How often do we let an immediate reaction distract us from
what’s important? How can we reclaim our focus and state
our position without being interrupted or needing to
disparage a counter opinion? For that matter, do we even
know any more what’s important or has it gotten lost in the
shuffle?
If you watch the last board meeting, you would see at the
end of the meeting the president/CEO posing a question to
the chair asking if her position was at risk based on recent
events of which she’d been made aware. Without knowing
the details, context or key players in anything that transpired,
I cannot say what did or did not happen, nor am I party to
conversations that could have occurred between individuals.
What I can state unequivocally is that as a board, we have
discussed nothing of the sort and I do not expect to.
However, it is a serious and troubling incident that now
becomes a distraction.
It takes focus off of what has been accomplished within the
organization in the last 18 months, as well as upcoming
budget discussions and other things the board should be
considering in the second half of the fiscal year at a time
when it was already struggling with direction.
Obama was able to retain focus in that moment. How do we?

All ads in The Reach Out are PAID ADVERTISING. The Long Reach Community Association does not endorse any goods or services advertised in our newsletter.

Community News & Events
Holiday Tree Lighting - Celebrate the tree lighting and opening
of Color Burst outdoor ice rink on Nov. 18, 5:30-9pm
at Color Burst Park in Downtown Columbia. Ice carving
demonstrations, kids crafts, and more. For details,
visit merriweatherdistrict.com.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection - The final
Household Hazardous Waste Collection for 2022 at
the Alpha Ridge Landfill is Saturday, Nov. 26. For
more details , visit howardcountymd.gov/HHW.

Street Light Out? - As the nights get longer, have you noticed
street lights that aren’t working right or not at all?
Keeping public areas well-lit is essential for the safety
of our entire community. Report online at
bge.streetlightoutages.com/public/default.html
or
call 800-685-0123.

50/50 Survey Program - If your land abuts CA Open Space you
could qualify to have Columbia Association pay for
half of your home’s boundary survey. To ensure
accurate installation of exterior alterations within
your property boundaries, a survey of your property can be
done. In order to assist with that effort and prevent
encroachments onto CA Open Space, the program was created.
Email RealEstateServices@ColumbiaAssociation.org for details.

Report Non-Emergency Issues Online—Report water main
breaks, broken street signs, and more on Howard
County's mobile app and website. Residents can report
non-emergency issues which will be assigned to the
responsible department. Download the TellHoCoApp
on your phone or visit howardcountymd.gov/Tell-HoCo.

Home & Garden Services
Fall Leaf Removal
Landscaping & Pruning • Mulching • Fencing
Wood & Brick Work • Pressure
Washing
Painting • Gutters • Decks & more

Stay In Touch Long Reach!
Sign up to receive village updates, local event
details, community resource information, and
our newsletter, Reach Out, directly in your
inbox. It’s simple and we do not share or sell your email.

Sign up at longreach.org

CLASS REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Classes held at Stonehouse. Schedule & tuition is available at

Bringing dance to Columbia, MD for over 30 years

cindeevelleballet.com or call 410-465-7674

Register at LRCA.eventbrite.com

