
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
October 18, 2022 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Long Reach Board of Directors was called to order by Nina Basu at 7:31pm, 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022, and was held virtually via Zoom and phone. Other members present were Ed 
Coleman, Reginald Avery, Josh Friedman, and Justin Van Hassel. Also present were Janet Evans, CA Council 
Rep, Tina Addo, Executive Director, and Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Avery motioned to amend the agenda moving item D. Long Reach Community Officer before Resident 
Speak Out. Coleman seconded, which was approved 5-0-0. The September 20, 2022 Board meeting 
minutes were approved by consensus. 
 
LONG REACH COMMUNITY OFFICER – PFC BENJAMIN FISHER 
PFC Fisher introduced himself and gave an overview of the village issues he has been working on. 
Specifically, the area behind the Village Center that is owned by Howard Hughes that is currently not 
being maintained by Howard Hughes and has a lot of trash, overgrown landscaping, and unsavory 
loitering. PFC Fisher stated that Power52 has volunteered to help clean up the parcel of land. He also 
mentioned that there has been an uptick in vehicle theft. PFC Fisher provided an opportunity for Q&A. 
 

The Board reiterated their concerns about the Exxon gas station adjacent to the Village Center, as well 
as vandalism of the number signs posted on CA’s bridges. 
 
RESIDENT SPEAKOUT 
Mandy Elder, Watershed Advisory Committee (WAC) Chair, reiterated that the Columbia Association 
(CA) WAC has reviewed and provided input on the shared letter of support to CA for the Lake Elkhorn 
Stream Restoration Mitigation Bank Project. She stated that they share many of the concerns and are 
continuing to field questions, but overall are comfortable with the project moving forward. 
 

Ashley Alston, D2 District Aide, stated that she was here from County Councilman Opel Jones and 
attending for support. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CA LAKE ELKHORN STREAM RESTORATION MITIGATION BANK PROJECT 
The Board discussed the project and its most recent position. Friedman provided an overview of his 
experience at CA’s Work Session held on October 13, 2022. Addo stated that Dennis Mattey will be 
attending the November 15, 2022 Board meeting to answer questions about the project. Friedman 
motioned that the Board withdraw its support for the Lake Elkhorn Stream Restoration pending the 
addressing of the concerns raised by the Maryland Department of the Environment and a plan for 
oversight of the project. Coleman seconded, which was approved 5-0-0. 
 

The Board will send their questions for Dennis Mattey to Addo in advance of the November meeting. 
Addo will prepare a folder of all the project documents to share with the Board this week. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
Basu stated that she is incensed to hear that the parcel of land behind the Village Center owned by 
Howard Hughes is going to be cleaned up by volunteers organized by Power52 instead of Howard 
Hughes. She explained that Howard Hughes needs to comply with the covenants of that property. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Coleman stated that the Planning Board provided school budget recommendations to the County 
Council, one having to do with Faulkner Ridge being vacant and causing problems for the community. 
The other was for them to seek alternate funding for schools to continue expansion. He stated that 
Jeffers Hill Elementary School’s renovations made the list, but it is ten years out for renovation. He 
suggested the Board lobby the school board for it now, so it makes it in next year’s budget or earlier. He 
mentioned the Downtown Columbia Partnership Walkability Study. 
 

Friedman expressed that he was glad the blacked-out bridge signs issue was shared with PFC Fisher. 
He also mentioned that he shared Basu’s concerns about the Howard Hughes parcel and the lack of 
maintenance given their financial resources. 
 

Avery had no comments. 
 

Van Hassel had no comments.  
 
CA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
Evans stated that she shared Basu’s feelings about the cleanup of the Howard Hughes parcel. She 
mentioned again the possibility of getting an independent third party to evaluate the stream condition 
and provide an opinion about what other potential options there may be with regards to the Stream 
Restoration Project.  
  
 



ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Addo provided report in writing, which is attached to the original minutes. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Kulesza provided the Board with correspondence, which are attached to the original minutes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:48pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nina Basu, Chair Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary 


