
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 1, 2022 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Long Reach Board of Directors was called to order by Nina Basu at 7:31pm, 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022, and was held virtually via Zoom and phone. Other members present were 
Ed Coleman, Reginald Avery, Josh Friedman, and Justin Van Hassel. Also present were Janet Evans, CA 
Council Rep, Tina Addo, Executive Director, and Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND OCTOBER 18, 2022 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Avery motioned to amend the agenda to allow residents to speak on topics not related to the Sewells 
Orchard Pond construction during Resident Speakout, allow Mark Richmond to make his presentation, 
and then allow residents who wish to speak about the pond project to have their two minutes. Coleman 
seconded, which was approved 5-0-0. The October 18, 2022 Board meeting minutes were approved by 
consensus. 
 

Avery motioned to allow Bob Dover, at the end of Mr. Richmond’s presentation, five minutes to speak. 
Mr. Dover stated that he was happy to keep to two minutes. Avery then withdrew his motion. 
 
RESIDENT SPEAKOUT 
Amy Bennet, Long Reach resident, stated her concerns about the lack of information and answers to 
questions about what is going to happen as a result of the Lake Elkhorn Stream Restoration Project 
should it be approved. She also thanked the Long Reach Village Board for requesting that Columbia 
Association answer the community’s questions. 
 

Sharon Boies, Harper’s Choice resident, stated that she was astounded to learn at a recent CA Board 
meeting that Wilde Lake was scheduled to be dredged despite the Longfellow stream restoration project, 
which she found atrocious. She appreciated the Long Reach Village Board for taking a hard look at the 
Lake Elkhorn Stream Restoration/Mitigation Project. 
 
SEWELLS ORCHARD POND CONSTRUCTION 
Mark Richmond, Howard County Chief, Stormwater Management Division, gave a brief overview of the 
project. He explained that the project had been halted to address community concerns and they are 
looking at alternative design options. He stated that turnout at the recent community meeting was great 
and a recording of the public meeting is on the county website for those unable to attend. The county is 
taking public comments until November 19, 2022. He stated the county will have another public meeting 
sometime in January 2023. He mentioned there is no set start date, as their goal is to actively look at the 
community input and work to fine-tune the project plan.  



 
The Board asked questions. Mr. Richmond responded. He stated that there is no set start time, but 
would like to avoid construction during the spring months. He mentioned that only the lower pond is part 
of the project. He stated that the cost is around $1.6 million, but hopefully will decrease with a new 
design. Mr. Richmond stated that any sediment will be removed and taken off-site as part of the contract. 
He also stated that the pathway will remain open the entire construction duration.  
 

Evans and Basu thanked Mr. Richmond and the county for their responsiveness and willingness to work 
with the community.  
 

Mandy Elder, Long Reach Watershed Advisory Committee Chair, asked what the frequency of the 
spillway use would be as compared today, more frequent or less frequent. She stated that she was 
concerned about the possibility of more flows over the existing pathway, resulting in the need for CA to 
build a boardwalk to accommodate. Mr. Richmond stated that they are looking into that, but the goal is 
to keep the same amount of water, with the same number of flows, though the water may be coming out 
at different locations than existing. 
 

Bob Dover, Long Reach resident, stated that he appreciated DPW changing their approach to public 
engagement on this process and agreeing to redo the design. Mr. Dover stated that he will continue to 
forward his concerns to DPW. He also mentioned his concern about the county keeping the pathway 
open during construction.  
 

Sarah Kellett, Long Reach resident, stated that Bob Dover should have been given five minutes to speak 
during Resident Speakout. She asked Mr. Richmond what attention had been put forth into assessing 
the impacts and damages of everything that will happen. She requested to know DPW’s thought process 
and what the actual impacts are. Mr. Richmond provided an explanation stating that the county is trying 
to account for a variety of things and they are reprioritizing certain items. Ms. Kellett stated that she 
thinks DPW has come a long way, but more needs to be done because this project will cause a lot of 
damage. 
 

Sharon Boies stated that this is the same argument that Protect Our Streams is trying to make about 
the Lake Elkhorn Project. She stated that the county has allowed its upland stormwater runoff to be 
mismanaged and Howard County should address the upland stormwater runoff, work with the 
community, and educate residents. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS 
Basu apologized for accidentally cutting someone off at the last Board meeting. She stated that she 
cannot wait to meet in-person because it is an easier experience. 
 
 
 



 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Friedman had no comments. 
 

Coleman had no comments. 
 

Avery stated that he appreciated Basu’s apology. He stated that he noticed that all of the trees were cut 
in the Village Center with noticeable stumps left. He noted that he was elected VP of Leadership for 
Maryland State PTA. Also, he stated that he is having a procedure done on Friday and will be out for 
most of that day. 
 

Van Hassel seconded what Avery said about the trees. He mentioned that he had a couple of residents 
reach out to discuss the stream restoration project, so he made arrangements to speak with them and 
is looking forward to those discussions.  
 
CA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
Evans stated that CA is currently in the budget process and now is the time for Long Reach to submit 
any budget requests. She also mentioned that at the October 27th CA Board meeting, Lakey Boyd, CA 
CEO/President, asked if her job was at risk. Evans stated that the Board has not discussed that ever 
and she has no additional details about the situation.  
  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Addo provided report in writing, which is attached to the original minutes. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Kulesza provided the Board with correspondence, which are attached to the original minutes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:27pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nina Basu, Chair Anne Kulesza, Board Secretary 


